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The international anti-fascist monthly 


Editorial 


The fact that football hooligans were able to rampage 
through Oldham’s Asian areas last month has caused 
much bitterness in a town where race relations have 
been deteriorating for some time. It has given a 
message to residents that the police cannot or will not 
protect them. The National Front, Combat 18 and the 
British National Party have all sought to capitalise on 
the situation, the NF fanning the flames of hatred by 
organising demonstrations in the town. Even though 
there was a Home Office ban on the NF marching last 
month, the nazis still managed to turn up in the town 
centre and hold a small rally. Local racists have been 
encouraged by the response of hooligans and nazis 
outside the town and, if anything, have stepped up their 
activities. 

The contrast between the policing of recent fascist 
demonstrations and this year’s May Day anti-capitalist 
demonstrations in London is disturbing. When huge 
corporations need their property protected, the 
government and police cannot do enough to oblige. 
Some £10 million was put into containing the May Day 
protests. Clearly the Asian people of Oldham and other 
British citizens who find themselves subject to 
organised mob violence do not warrant as much 
protection as a McDonald’s restaurant or a Nike sports 
store. In Margate, the NF was allowed to demonstrate 
outside an asylum hostel although refugees were 
trapped inside. In Bermondsey, the NF has been 
allowed to march even though violence follows their 
activities. Call us naive, but it does appear that property 
is more important than people. 

The return of a right-wing coalition government in 
Italy, which includes the heirs of Mussolini’s fascist 
party, shows that the fascists are not only a threat at 
street level, but in the right circumstances can be a 
serious electoral force. We can see how far fascism has 
been rehabilitated by the fact that there is no talk of 
sanctions from the European Union or other 
international bodies. 

In this month’s magazine we give an outline of where 
the British National Party is standing in the 
forthcoming general election. It is not the only fascist 
party to stand: the National Front and Third Way are 
also fielding candidates, but as we go to press they have 
not named them. 
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Police move 
in to stop 
hooligans 
marching 
























he early signs were not encouraging. We were 
still parking our car when a group of young 
white teenagers walked past. “Fuck off Pakis,” 
they shouted at an elderly Asian couple across 
the road, walking in the opposite direction 
weighed down with shopping bags. The 10-strong group 
of 12 to 13 year-olds, dressed in baseball caps, tracksuit 
tops, jeans and trainers, continued their walk into town, 
stopping opposite two police riot vans parked in a 
pedestrianised shopping street. 

It was only midday, a full three hours before the National 
Front had promised to show, but already the town was 
teaming with police, football hooligans and local racists. 
In front of the Civic Centre, where the NF was threatening 
to assemble in complete disregard of the Home Secretary’s 
ban on political marches, 200 Anti Nazi League supporters 
had gathered to occupy the site. 

Under the watchful eye of the police, several pubs on 
the edge of the shopping centre were beginning to fill 
up. In four of them, a hundred racists were gathering in 
anticipation of the NF march, many from outside 
Oldham. A group of Combat 18 supporters had come 
from London, joining others from neighbouring 
Lancashire towns. David Tickle had travelled from 
Wigan in the company of two members of the loyalist 
terrorist group, the Loyalist Volunteer Force. They were 
joined by a group of 10 to 15 Stoke hooligans and a 
slightly larger number from Stockport. Smaller hooligan 
groups turned out from Huddersfield, Manchester City 
and Burnley. 

The majority was from the local area, including 
several dozen Oldham hooligans, the Fine Young 
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ate (f-z)ity United in racism 


a's) (ey i (-Mome) (elit the front line of the race war!” 


a British National Party speaker told party 
members demonstrating outside the local police 

| station after their northern rally in the town in 

=t March. A few weeks later his pronouncement 
proved accurate, as nazis and racist football 
hooligans descended on the town to exploit its 
simmering racial tensions. 

Nick Lowles was in Oldham on 5 May to see racist 
gangs ignore a police ban on political marches. 





Casuals. Among them were several C18 supporters, 
including Darren Hoy and Martin Fielding, who were 
deported from Belgium last year. Both were active on 
the day. 

I arrived in Oldham against the backdrop of a rapidly 
deteriorating situation. Two weeks earlier, a BBC radio 
broadcast had claimed that young Asians were 
establishing no-go areas for whites. This claim was given 
added credence when 76-year-old Walter Chamberlain 
was attacked and mugged by a group of young Asians on 
his way from a local rugby match. While his family were 
quick, and courageous, to view the incident as a 
criminal assault rather than a racist attack, the popular 
perception, prompted by a briefing given by an Oldham 
policeman to a Manchester paper, was that the 
pensioner was attacked solely because of his race. 

A week later 450 Stoke hooligans marched through a 
predominantly Asian area on their way to a match at 
Oldham’s ground, smashing windows and chanting 
racist abuse. One report even suggested that Asian 
people were dragged out of their cars and attacked. 
During the game the Stoke fans continued their racist 
chanting. By the time they walked back through the 
residential area, 500 Asians had mobilised to defend 
their homes. In the ensuing clashes, petrol bombs were 
thrown at the police. When they got back to Stoke, 
clashes broke out with local Asians. 

Encouraged by the antics of the Stoke fans, Oldham 
racists and hooligans attacked an Asian taxi office two 
days later. The same evening saw clashes between 
50 Oldham hooligans and a similar number of Asian 
youths. 

The planned NF march became very much a sideshow 
as the hooligans and local racists became bored with 
waiting for the arrival of the Front. Some time after 1pm, 
a group of 60 nazis and hooligans left the Centurion pub 
to march into the town centre. The police were initially 
swift to act. With batons drawn, police on foot and 
horseback held the mob back. Appearing to have control 
of the situation, the police planned to hold the racists in 
a tight group outside the pub. They certainly had the 
numbers as within a couple of minutes as many as one 
hundred officers were in the area. Then, for some 
inexplicable reason, the police did nothing to prevent 
the hooligans walking around them and into the town 
centre. 

Police later held 40 of them in the main shopping area 
for several hours, but dozens slipped the police roundup 
and continued to roam the streets. More than 70 later 


regrouped in the Ashton Arms pub and another 25 
gathered in the Old Bell, directly opposite the Civic 
Centre. 

The Home Secretary had banned all political marches 
in Oldham for three months but there was little sign that 
this was having much effect. At 3pm, news reached the 
Anti Nazi League that the NF was only a few miles away. 
Thirty minutes later, two minibuses of nazis appeared 
on the edge of the town centre. The police managed to 
reach the nazis literally seconds before the ANL activists. 
A standoff ensued, with the police holding both groups 
for more than an hour, during which time the nazis’ flags 
were confiscated. 

A few hundred metres from the NF circus, a group of 
20 to 25 football hooligans began gathering in a pub on 
the outskirts of a predominantly Asian estate. These 
hooligans had been part of the group in the Ashton 
Arms, which had been allowed to leave the pub despite 
the presence of the riot police. Local Asians were soon 
alerted to their presence and in a clash between the two 
groups, one Stockport hooligan was stabbed. 

The police later applauded themselves on what they 
described as a “successful operation”. Quite where the 
success was in a town placed in a state of siege, where 
most of the town centre shops closed early, where gangs 
of marauding racists were able to roam relatively freely 
and where most Asians stayed out of town in fear, was 
difficult to see. 

More worryingly, it appears that the police had caught 
up with the nazis outside Oldham but failed to prevent 
them coming into town despite their public admission 
that they were intending to flout the ban on their march. 

Satisfied with their operation, the police demobilised 
their 500 troops and went home. So did the news crews. 
Unbeknown to both, the Stockport hooligans, who have 
a longstanding friendship with the Oldham Fine Young 
Casuals, were staying the night. Later that evening a 
group of several dozen thugs tried to kick off trouble in a 
mainly Asian area. 

It was a day of differing fortunes for all concerned. The 
NF was discredited in the eyes of many of the local 
racists and hooligans who turned up. Despite its 
intention to leave London at 9am to arrive in Oldham by 
lunchtime, the NF did not actually leave until nearer 
11.00. The turnout was also derisory. By the seemingly 
endless messages on its website, observers would have 
been forgiven for expecting the largest NF mobilisation 
for some time. In the 24 hours before the morning of the 
march, additions to the website’s guest book, almost 
exclusively about Oldham, ran to over 30 pages. Yet on 

the day, fewer than NF thugs turned up. One racist 
’ Stockport hooligan described the NF as “losers” on one 
Internet site, at the same time promising revenge for his 
friend who had been stabbed. 

The police also let down the people of Oldham. 
Their failure to enforce the law and their inaction on the 
day left the local Asian community in a state of siege, 
fearful of racist attacks. 

The winners were the racist hooligans and the small 
number of C18 supporters who, together, amassed a 
mob of over one hundred fighters. Buoyed up with what 
they perceived as a victory, they are already talking of a 
much bigger hooligan mobilisation in the near future. A 
number of other hooligan groups have expressed 
interest in taking part and a much bigger C18 presence 
can be expected next time. 

In the longer term, it is the British National Party that 
is likely to reap the political advantage. Its local 
organiser, Mick Treacy, publicly condemned the NF 


decision to march, although he himself had hoped to 
organise a public activity in protest at the anti-racist 
march in the town a few weeks earlier. However, the 
heightening of racial tensions caused by the day’s 
events is likely to increase the vote for the BNP 
which is contesting Oldham’s three parliamentary 
constituencies. 

The actions of the hooligans and C18 can only further 
encourage local racists. The small group of skinheads 
whom I saw abuse the elderly Asian couple at the 
beginning of the day came into town to watch the NF 
march. They would have left town that day emboldened 
that people from outside the area, including “hard” 
football hooligans, are fully behind the racist cause. 
What better incentive to continue their own racism. 



































(top) 
Hooligans 
ignore police 
lines and 
march into 
town. 
(middle) 
Mark 
Atkinson, in 
beige cap, 
corrnered by 
police. 
(bottom) 
Oldham 
hooligans 
regrouping 


Searchlight June 2001 5 


Metropolitan 
































——————eea—S——( e”ttst”t~—SCt 


OLDHAM 


Borough Ly 


biti 

































































OO 





Anti-racists fight 





on in Oldham 


by Steve Silver 


When is a no-go area not a no-go area? 
According to television and newspaper 
reports, walking through the Oldham 
districts of Glodwick, Coppice and 
Westwood should be a very dangerous 
business indeed. Lurking on street corners Asian gangs 
wait to attack white people. Or so they say. 

It is a hot day just a few days after the National Front 
had been in town and racist football hooligans had 
rampaged, attacking cars with Asian people in them. We 
may be in 21st century Britain, but the prejudice was as 
old as hate itself. It could have been worse, and there 
may yet be worse in store, but make no mistake about it, 
Oldham bore witness to the spirit of the pogrom that 
Saturday. 

Everybody has had the experience of defeat in their 
lives. A defeat is an all-encompassing experience, and in 
the moment of defeat people are demoralised. This does 
not mean that they have lost their ability to struggle 
against racism though. Anti-racist Oldhamers recognise 
that this is one defeat in a long battle. But they want to 
know why the media have portrayed them in such a bad 
light? Why have the police treated them so unfairly? 
Why has the council let them down so badly? Why were 
the racists not kept out of Asian areas? Why was it that 
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in spite of a Home Office ban a National Front 
demonstration took place, for which apparently there 
were no prosecutions? A sense of injustice about the 
treatment of the community was something that 
everybody I spoke to felt. 

The story of the existence of no-go areas started as 
urban myth, was perpetuated by the local newspaper, 
the Oldham Chronicle, and was seemingly confirmed by 
the head of the Oldham Police, Chief Superintendent 
Eric Hewitt, when he gave out statistics showing that 
most reported “racist” incidents in the town were Asian 
and black on white. 

The no-go myth reached its zenith on 21 April after 76- 
year-old Walter Chamberlain was attacked on his way 
home by a group of Asian youths. The police described 
the attack as racist, the press ran a photo of the hapless 
pensioner, who suffered severe facial injuries, and the 
racists had a field day. Here was absolute proof of the 
no-go myth. Or was it? Mr Chamberlain was attacked in 
Arkwright Street, in an area that is not even residential, 
neither Asian nor white. Neither he nor his family believe 
that the attack was racist. Three weeks before that 
incident an Asian taxi driver was beaten up in nearby 
Chadderton Way, yet that was not deemed to be racist. 

There are other things that show the ridiculous nature 





of the no-go areas for white people myth. Oldham’s most 
modern supermarket is in Westwood and white people 
come and go all day, as you would expect. Also in the area 
is a long street of Indian-style restaurants, sometimes 
referred to as “curry mile”, where white people eat. One of 
the things that has been said is that these are no-go areas 
at night, yet in all the so-called no-go areas are pubs — 
Muslims do not drink alcohol - where white people go 
for an evening drink. 

In order to understand the situation in Oldham you 
have to put aside any illusions of a multicultural Britain. 
Through housing policies that put Asians into virtual 
ghettos, and work practices that meant that in the cotton 
mills the night shift was known as the “Paki shift”, much 
of the community has been ghettoised. 

Of Oldham’s 219,000 residents, 24,600 are Asian: 14,000 
of Pakistani origin, 9,000 Bangladeshi and 1,600 Indian. 
Since the collapse of the textile industry unemployment 
has been high and the community largely impoverished. 
Some 25 per cent of the Bangladeshi community and 
16 per cent of the Pakistani community are out of work. 

Of course there are groups of Asian youths, like there 
are white youths, who will see off what they see as 
outsiders. Because of the ghettoisation of the community, 
whether there is a racial motive or not, it will always 
appear to those who want it to appear that way, that the 
motive is racial. When Asians are attacked, which is a 
daily occurrence, then people feel aggrieved. An innocent 
person, especially a white youth, might be caught up in 
the response. It might not be the correct response, but it 
is understandable nonetheless. Also, both communities 
include hot-headed young men who get themselves into 
violent confrontations with other youths, often over 
issues such as girlfriends or drugs. They are no more 
representative of their community than their white 
equivalents. In every town in Britain these kind of 
conflicts take place between youths from one part of 
town and another. In Oldham there is a guaranteed racial 
factor in this because the part of town you are from is 
likely to denote the colour of your skin. 

The media have referred to the issue of no-go areas 
only in terms of places where white people supposedly 
cannot go. But Asian people to whom I spoke explained 
that not only are there numerous attacks on Asian people 
in the areas in which they live, but it has always been a 
dangerous business to go virtually anywhere in Oldham 
at night, and in many areas at any time, if your skin is the 
wrong colour. 

A large proportion of racist attacks are not reported at 
all because the Asian community — across the spectrum 
— has no confidence in the police. In March a mass 
* meeting of Bangladeshis called for Chief Superintendent 
Eric Hewitt to resign over remarks he had made about 
attacks by Asian teenage gangs on “lone white males”. 
Many of the youths at the 400-strong meeting felt they 
had been made scapegoats for what was already a 
deteriorating race relations situation in Oldham. 

In Glodwick I met Mr Aslam, a taxi driver who was 
unable to work for months after he had been racially 
abused, robbed and had his hands cut in a struggle with 
a knife wielding racist thief. He said that every Friday and 
Saturday night Asian taxi drivers pick up passengers in 
the town centre to take them to white areas such as 
Fitton Hill or Limeside, where they are in fear for what is 
in store for them at the other end. Would they get paid, 
racially abused, or even worse robbed and beaten? Mr 
Aslam says that a lot of drivers have given up the job 
because of the level of racial abuse and the fact that they 
often do not get paid. 


Mohammed Nazir, head of the Oldham branch of the 
British Muslim Welfare Association, is furious about talk 
of no-go areas for white people. “All day white people 
come through the area, they use the shops and pub 
here,” he says. 

It is young people who really feel the heat of the 
injustice though. One youth who was arrested on the 
Saturday the NF came to town told me how people had 
stayed in the area that day to defend their communities 
because of all the publicity about racists coming to 
Oldham. As word spread that the police were failing to 
stop racist hooligans attacking Asian people in cars and 
pelting them with bricks, the young people mobilised to 
drive the racist thugs out of the area. It was during this 
conflagration that one of the hooligans got stabbed. 
The youth told me how he was arrested and held in the 
cells at the police station. He was put in a cell next to a 
racist who kept banging on the walls shouting “Paki, 
Paki, Paki”. 

Many of the arrested youth's friends were beaten by the 
police, who tried to confine them to one area. They say 
that the police swore at them and beat them with 
truncheons. His friends’ compared bruised arms and 
legs, battle scars from the day. The impact on race 
relations in the community has been devastating. 
Because it all happened in a residential area on a hot day 
when people were outside, children, mothers and wives 
witnessed the events. 

Shoab Akhtar, a Labour councillor for Werneth ward, 
was angered by the policing on the day. He says that: “the 
police need to create a dialogue with young people and 
not just community leaders”. He is also critical of the fact 
that initiatives to deal with the problem are not as good 
as they could be. Both the police Community Affairs 
Team and the Racial Incidents Task Force are comprised 
exclusively of white people. 

Anti-racists in Oldham are doing a difficult job in the 
area, working in the most testing of circumstances. 
There is an urgent need for greater solidarity from white 
people with their fellow Oldhamers. In many ways the 
greatest problem in the town is not the racists 
themselves, but the apathy of white people who could 
make a stand against them. Much blame needs to be 
laid at the door of the authorities as well. On the 
Saturday before the proposed NF march Mike Luft, one 
of the leaders of Oldham United Against Racism, was 
telephoned and told that racist hooligans from Stoke 
were rampaging through Westwood and could he come 
down. When he arrived people were organising against a 
reoccurrence of the racist rampage to which their 
families had been subject an hour or so earlier. In spite 
of requests that the racists should be diverted away from 
the area, they were allowed to march back near enough 
to be seen and heard, inflaming the situation as they 
chanted racist abuse. 

After a while the police decided, without any 
consultation, to drive away the people who were 
protecting the area by leading a charge with vans and 
then batons. Serious injuries were inflicted. After the 
demonstration had been forcibly dispersed, Luft, who 
had been bitten by a police dog, made his way home. 
Passing a police van officers shouted “Paki lover” and 
“nigger lover” at him. 

Oldham’s anti-racists refuse to be beaten down even 
though racist attacks have escalated in the past few 
weeks. Tariq Aziz, of Oldham United Against Racism, told 
Searchlight that: “In spite of very difficult conditions and 
a lack of cooperation from the council the anti-racists are 
organising and will not surrender the town to racism’. 
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“The forthcoming general election is just a stepping stone for us on the 
path to victory,” announced a British National Party statement launching 2 
the party’s election campaign. While the major political parties slug it out 
over tax and spending, the nazi BNP is hoping to woo voters on a diet of 
racism, resentment and political fantasy. 

The BNP enters the election campaign in buoyant mood. Its leader, Nick 
Griffin, has consolidated his position, having seen off an internal challenge 
from his deputy, Sharron Edwards, and her husband Steve, the West 
2% Midlands regional organiser. Though he faces a leadership contest with his 

= 6 4 @ predecessor, John Tyndall, in September, the result now seems a forgone 
conclusion with Tyndall highly unlikely to get even a quarter of the vote. 
The party’s election campaign could not have got off to a better start. 
The attack on the 76-year-old pensioner, Walter Chamberlain, in Oldham 
on 21 April, just two days after a BBC radio journalist interviewed Asian 
youths boasting about establishing no-go areas in the town, catapulted 
the BNP into the news. Griffin appeared on every news programme and 
in several national newspapers. 
It was a sign of how far the BNP has developed since the last election. 
Griffin's announcement that he will contest the Oldham seat in the 
general election has guaranteed the party news coverage throughout 
the campaign. 
The BNP has candidates in 32 constituencies. This is fewer than the 56 
fought in the 1997 general election. One reason is that in 1997 the BNP’s 
target was to contest at least the 50 seats needed to guarantee a 
television election broadcast. The requirement has now doubled to 100, 
which is well beyond the BNP’s means. It also highlights the changing 
priorities of the party. “Though we are not fighting as many seats as we 
could, it is a choice we have made ourselves, because spreading our 
manpower over the whole country would result in no gains and would 
constitute a waste of precious resources,” a party statement explains. 
While it is debatable whether the BNP could have contested more 
seats, for financial reasons and lack of suitable candidates, the reduced 
number does confirm Searchlight’s analysis, as reported in recent issues. 
Following a strategy designed by Eddie Butler, who has now defected to 
the rival Freedom Party, the BNP is focusing on local council elections, 
starting with the metropolitan councils up for election next year. It is in 
this arena, where turnouts are low and voters more willing to protest 
ay against the main political parties, that the BNP hopes to see success. 
The general election is merely a stepping stone for next year. 

The BNP vote is likely to be significantly higher than in 1997, when its 
56 candidates took 35,393 votes and averaged only 1.35% of the vote 
in the constituencies in which it stood. If the forecast increase proves 
accurate, it will reflect the growing support for, and sophistication of, the 
BNP. The party could save its deposit in several seats: possibilities are 
Oldham East & Saddleworth, Oldham West & Royton, Dewsbury, Dudley 
4 Shann arc North, West Bromwich West, Bethnal Green & Bow, Poplar & Canning 
7 Town, Bexley Heath & Crayford and Barking. In 1997 the party saved its 
deposits in only three seats, and in two of those the BNP candidate had 
the same surname as the winning Labour candidate. : 

The party will be hoping to capitalise on the growing disenchantment 
with Labour and the Conservatives. It is also likely to benefit from a lower 
turnout, with as many as one third of the electorate expected to stay 
away. A low turnout generally benefits fringe parties, such as the BNP 
which is likely to see a greater proportion of its supporters voting than 
ie the Labour Party. 

OMMWOTO D 2 < The BNP will be fighting the election on its traditional ground — race. 
Again highlighting its complete failure to gain from its countryside 
= campaign — which Griffin claimed was proof of its ability to reach out to 
fe Di & IVie 2 issues beyond race — the BNP is targeting urban Labour areas on the 

fe Pa =ie) gs promise of halting non-black immigration and introducing voluntary 
repatriation. It claims that no one will be forced to leave but its manifesto 
Dan 2 adds that “native Britons” would have “preference in the job market”. 
zai Whether this election will provide the political breakthrough the nazis 
so desire remains to be seen. With the major political parties using race, 
nationality and asylum as cheap political footballs, there is a “— 
that it will. ae 

Electoral law has been strengthened in an attempt to. prevent 
abuse. If any readers learn of any BNP _— _ . 
contact Searchlight —— . 
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UKIP lurches right 


by Nick Lowles and Kate Taylor 


among the 401 candidates listed by the UK 
Independence Party for the forthcoming general 

election. It is yet more proof that the party has lurched to 
the right since a series of damaging internal splits caused 
the resignation of several hundred activists last year. 

Launching the campaign, party leader Nigel Farage 
announced that the UKIP would win one million votes. 
“We are not pretending for a moment it is going to be 
easy, but we do have a chance in some of these seats.” 

His attempts to bring the anti-EU party into the 
political mainstream will be severely undermined by the 
revelation that several of its candidates have extremist 
pasts, some of which continue to this day: 
Alastair Harper (Dunfermline West). Once a leading 
light in the nazi Northern League founded by Roger 
Pearson in 1958, who today funds and promotes racial 
eugenics. Northern League events in Brighton attracted 
former Nazi SS officers and British nazis, and it was also 
linked to the mentor of Dr Mengele, the Nazi race doctor. 
Harper, a former Scottish school teacher, was editor of 
Northern World, a Nordicist and antisemitic journal. In 
1990, Harper was photographed by Searchlight attending 
the Iona conference, a far-right gathering organised by 
the former NF organiser Michael Walker. He has also 
been chair of the local Conservative Association. 
Andrew Moffatt (Beaconsfield). A former National Front 
member, he once posed with a young woman for a party 
advertising leaflet. In September 1980 he was discharged 
from the Coldstream Guards without explanation. 
His case was enthusiastically taken up by the late 
George Kennedy Young, leader of Tory Action and a 
fanatical antisemite, and David Irving, the Holocaust 
denier. His connection to Irving continues to this day. 
He remains a close personal friend of the infamous 
former NF organiser, Martin Webster. 
Aidan Rankin (Richmond, Yorkshire). Rankin, who co- 
wrote the UKIP manifesto, has been associated with the 
far-right Third Way, a breakaway from the NF formed by 
Patrick Harrington in 1989. Rankin has contributed 
articles and letters to the Third Way website. One letter 
declares, “I am impressed by the range and quality of the 
Third Way manifesto, but the section on green politics left 
me slightly disappointed”. In contradiction to his new 
role as a UKIP candidate, he adds, “Unlike the green 
movement, the Referendum Party and its poor relation 
the UKIP do not represent the future... I see electoral 
reform, not ‘Europe’, as the most important constitutional 
issue we shall face in the next five years”. Despite such 
sentiments, he is now one of UKIP’s key functionaries. 
Graham Webster-Gardiner (Epson & Ewell). A former 
leading figure in the right-wing and anti-immigrant 
Monday Club during the 1970s, he was a hardline anti- 
communist, regularly attending functions at the South 
Vietnamese and Cambodian embassies. Today Webster- 
Gardiner is the South East organiser of UKIP and a 
member of its executive committee. 
Mike Nattrass (Sutton Coldfield). The National 
Chairman of UKIP and its West Midlands regional 
organiser, Nattrass is a former member of the New 
Britain Party, (see opposite page). 


Fins: racists, antisemites and Holocaust deniers are 
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The selection of these candidates comes soon after the 
UKIP was forced to expel one of its executive members for 
denying the Holocaust. Alistair McConnachie, its Scottish 
organiser and representative on the UKIP executive, 
explained his views to party members. “I don’t accept that 
gas chambers were used to execute Jews for the simple 
fact there is no direct physical evidence to show that such 
gas chambers ever existed”. 

A party disciplinary hearing had earlier expelled 
McConnachie for five years but this was later overturned 
by the national executive, which commuted his 
sentence to a one-year suspension from the executive. 

The UKIP only acted after another executive member 
resigned from the party and went to the press. If the 
UKIP leadership had bothered to take a proper look at 
one of its leading members, they would have found a 
hardline antisemite and racist. 

A trained physiotherapist with a former practice in 
Edinburgh, McConnachie has flirted with a number of 
extremist groups and personalities. He once worked for 
the Social Credit Secretariat in Scotland, a group that 
preaches the economic theories of Major C H Douglas. 

While the SCS denies being racist or antisemitic, its 
publication, The Social Crediter, has recommended the 
antisemitic Bloomfield Books, run by Donald Martin, 
and lists Anthony Cooney among its contributors. For 
many years Cooney was the editor of The Liverpool 
Newsletter, a publication that combined racist and 
antisemitic articles with social credit policies. 

In 1998, McConnachie monitored the Bilderberg 
conference in Scotland in the company of Jim Tucker, a 
reporter from the US antisemitic paper, Spotlight. While 
there, he met Martin and Matthew J. Browning of the 
British Israelites World Federation (BIWF). 

The same year, McConnachie fell out with the SCS 
leader, Alan Armstrong, and was soon sent packing. It 
was only then that the SCS realised that McConnachie 
had been subscribing to racist and revisionist material 
through its-offices. 

He soon found work, and later a directorship, with 
James Gibb Stewart, formerly of Western Goals and now 
running a publishing outfit in Glasgow. McConnachie 
took over the desk of Cliff Morrison, a Third Way 
supporter. 

McConnachie is also closely linked to Iain McGregor, 
editor of the Social Credit International and the far-right 
newsletter, the Scottish Patriot. He is also been involved 
in the BIWE It was McGregor who introduced 
McConnachie to the SCS. 

Despite his expulsion, senior UKIP figures seem to have 
no difficulty working with McConnachie. Several weeks 
after he was shown the door, the UKIP’s research director, 
Richard North, shared a platform with McConnachie at a 
“Stop the Slaughter” rally in Roxburghshire. 

The UKIP has swung to the right in the past two years, 
largely because its more moderate supporters who were 
attracted to the party during John Major’s leadership 
have returned to the Conservative Party under Hague. 
The UKIP now represents a hard right grouping, 
attracting disaffected Tory voters in the same way that 
the BNP is gaining from working class Labour voters. 






































»m New Britain or 
a old extremists? 


Party (NBP) and a former city businessman and 

member of several church bodies over the past 40 
years, has turned up like the proverbial bad penny as a 
general election candidate in Bethnal Green and Bow, 
a constituency that has been for several years the happy 
hunting ground of the British National Party. Formed in 
the 1970s, the NBP supported Ian Smith's illegal racist 
regime in Rhodesia, anti-trade union measures and a 
hard line on crime, although it has opposed repatriation 
of immigrants. Delderfield still flirts in circles such as 
the pro-apartheid South Africa Springbok Club, for 
which he recently addressed a meeting. He torments all 
progressive clergy and is an extreme homophobe. 

Now Delderfield has turned up in east London 
claiming he wants to “support and protect” its small 
and aging Jewish community from “militant Islam’. 
He claims that “the Jews learnt to speak English” in 
contrast to the Muslims, who “do not use English and 
are trying to turn Tower Hamlets into an exclusive 
Moslem enclave”. The eminent historian Professor Bill 
Fishman pointed out that not using English is precisely 
the same claim that Mosley and his Blackshirts made 
against east London's Jewish community in the 1930s. 

It was a lie then and is a lie now. The Muslim 
community in Tower Hamlets appears to be doing better 
at English than its native-born counterparts and has 
made huge efforts at integration. 

Leading the fight against Delderfield is Kenneth 


D:: Delderfield, the leader of the New Britain 
















Leech, a veteran local clergyman and anti-fascist who 
knows him of old. He has the support of Bishop Sentanu 
of Stepney, a member of the Stephen Lawrence inquiry 
team. 

Delderfield will not find any church doors open to his 
perniciousness. One only has to look at the extremists 
whom the NBP has welcomed into its ranks to 
understand that its opposition to repatriation is a flag of 
convenience. One such is Raymond Pearson, who stood 
for the NBP in the 1994 European election. This was not 
Pearson's first political mantle. In 1971 he stood for the 
Bradford Campaign Against Immigration, of which he 
was a founder member. One of his colleagues, Jim 
Merrick, went on to found the Bradford National Front 
branch. In 1974 Pearson was an Independent Powellite 
candidate. In the 1980s he was very close to far-right 
Tories in the Yorkshire Monday Club, who were in turn 
close to the BNP. The man who nominated him in 1994 
was Dr Bernard Stone, who is now funding the BNP. 

Among Delderfield’s other allies are General Sir Walter 
Walker (Ret), who helped set up a paramilitary-spook- 
industrialist outfit, GB 75, in an attempt to attack the 
unions and topple a Labour government. 

In view of these facts it is more than a little 
disappointing that Oona King, the local Labour MP 
shared a platform with Delderfield, despite warnings to 
her aides, and got far less applause than this false 
messiah now operating in east London. The only saving 
grace is that Delderfield is likely to split the BNP vote. 
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BNP use soccer thugs to run 
racist campaign 


(left to right) 
Andrew 
Toose and 
Trevor Bond; 
who he?; 
Jason Ryan; 
Dougie 
Shannon 
and Andrew 
Toose again. 
(below) 
Swansea 
hooligans 
march to 
meeting. 
Steve Owen 
in the middle 
of the front 
row 































































































by Sam King 


S:= of Wales’s most violent football thugs are 





spearheading the racist British National Party 

campaign in Swansea. By recruiting people with a 
string of convictions for violence, the BNP is once again 
making a mockery of its pretence to be the party of law 
and order. 

Heading the nazi group is Andrew Toose, a steroid 
abuser and a prominent face in the Jacks, the 
hooligan group attached to Swansea football club. Toose 
is head of security at JT Morgan, a local discount 
clothing outlet. 

Joining Toose at the recent BNP meeting (reported in 
last month’s Searchlight) were Jason Ryan, Shane 
Sinclair, Dougie Shannon and Trevor Bond, all of whom 
are fellow Swansea hooligans. Also present was Steve 
Owen, another regular at the Swansea ground. 

Last season, the Jacks smashed up a pub in Plymouth 
before an away match there. Among the 180 Swansea 
hooligans present that day were Toose, Shannon and 
Bond. This season, Swansea hooligans had prepared 
petrol bombs to ambush Millwall hooligans on their walk 
back from the ground to the railway station. Fortunately 
a member of the public discovered the cache, which also 
included a box of flares, earlier in the day. 

The BNP branch was launched after a leafleting 
campaign in Swansea, Neath and Port Talbot over the 
arrival of asylum seekers in Swansea. The BNP meeting, 

















addressed by party leader Nick Griffin, agreed to target 
the Hafod and Sandfields areas and, under pressure 
from Toose, the Swansea ground itself. 

While the Swansea Jacks is known to be an all-white 
gang, not everyone within its ranks is happy with the 
BNP links. One appalled hooligan told Searchlight, 
“Many of them call themselves patriots and loyalists, but 
in linking up with the nazis they certainly aren't being 
loyal to our grandfathers who died fighting Hitler”. 

Many Cardiff hooligans in the Soul Crew were 
outraged to learn that two of their followers also 
attended the BNP meeting. They have been widely 
condemned on the Soul Crew website and told, in no 
uncertain terms, that they are no longer welcome in the 
group. This is an extraordinary turnaround for a gang 
that only three years ago was attracting the attention of 
Combat 18. In summer 1998 a C18 meeting in the town 
attracted almost 30 Soul Crew hooligans. 

While C18 still has a few supporters in the Soul Crew, 
its influence has dramatically diminished. During the 
recent away game at York, a Soul Crew hooligan attacked 
Andrew James, convicted earlier this year for violence at 
Exeter, because of his alleged C18 link. 

The presence of so many soccer thugs in the BNP 
should come as no real surprise. The party’s chief 
steward, Warren Bennett, is a convicted football 
hooligan with Hearts, and several of its Glasgow 
supporters are involved in the Rangers Inter City Firm. 
The BNP organiser in Darlington, Paul Thompson, 
is a convicted football hooligan, while the former 
North West regional organiser, Chris Jackson, used to 
run with the Leeds Service Crew. And over the years 
several BNP supporters have been involved in the 
notorious Chelsea Headhunters. 
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associated with most of the recent acts of nazi 
terror in Germany. 
Mark Cotterill, the Briton who runs the AF-BNP 


between flitting back and forth among various other 


racist and far-right outfits in the States, brought 
along the bulk of the 45 nazis attending the 
Washington picket. Also present were a number of 
members of the National Alliance, one of the best 
organised international nazi set-ups, run by Dr 
William Pierce, author of the terrorist blueprint, The 
Turner Diaries. Pierce is a longtime friend of the 
BNP. He has spoken at a party rally in London and 
hosted Nick Griffin, the BNP leader, and John 
Tyndall, Griffin’s predecessor, on visits to the USA. 

A lunchtime gathering organised by Cotterill 
brought 60 supporters together to hear a speech 
by Jiirgen Distler, editor of the NPD’s monthly 
paper, Deutsche Stimme, with an NPD member, 
Hendrik Ostendorf, acting as translator. Other 
speakers included Reverend Carl Clifford from the 
AF-BNP, Craig Jackson from the National Alliance 
and Ron Doggett from the racist group No Fears. 

For its May meeting the AF-BNP announced the 
attendance of a BNP visitor from Scotland, amid 
rumours Griffin himself was going to visit the US 
around 12 May. 

Of course none of this is really anything new: the 
BNP has a long tradition of hanging onto the coat 
tails of German nazis. 
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Bermondsey 


The National Front was back in southeast London 
last month chanting slogans such as “Rights for 
Whites” and singing “Rule Britannia”. 

The police held back Anti Nazi League protesters 
(top left) who were furious that their protest had 
been banned. The ANL claims it was duped by the 
police, who said it would not be necessary to give 
notice of its protest. 

Meanwhile the NF was escorted through the area 
(top right) flanked by large numbers of police 
officers. A number of children and teenagers joined 
up with the NF march, which started out with only 
27 people on it. 
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Searchlight provides a unique resource for journalists, 
academics, researchers and anti-fascist campaigners 
SIS holds an unrivalled collection of materials on 

the racist right dating back from the 1920s to the 
present day. 


Details of thousands of post-war fascists and racists 
Complete runs of far right publications 

Over 25,000 photos 

Nazi CDs, records and videos 

SIS coordinates an international network of 
researchers and journalists across Europe and 
North America. Background material, photographs, 
and contacts can be gathered from across the globe 
SIS is constantly updating its archive. Regular 
fact-sheets, press releases and news reports appear 
‘on the SIS website 
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NEWS in brief 


Irving banned in double whammy 


David Irving, who is already banned from entering several 
countries, is finding that even parts of the British Isles are 
closed to him. 

Last month after much pressure from academics and 
students Irving was banned from addressing the Oxford 
Union, one of the world’s most prestigious debating 
societies. He had been due to debate the question of free 
speech on 10 May. 

Only days later the upmarket Reform Club decided, at 
its annual general meeting, that Irving was not welcome 
there either. The decision followed complaints by 
members about his presence at the club last year. 





Remembering the nazi invasion 
of the Soviet Union 
by Renee Sams 


Veterans of the Russian Convoy Club stood to attention at 
the Soviet War Memorial by the side of the Imperial War 
Museum on 9 May to mark the 60th anniversary of the 
Nazi invasion of the Soviet Union. They honoured the 27 
million Soviet citizens and service men and women who 
gave their lives in the Second World War to defeat fascism. 

In 1941 the Soviet people came under fierce attack from 
the Nazi forces and German U-boats were sinking 
desperately needed food convoys sent across the Atlantic 
from the USA. Prime Minister Winston Churchill sent aid 
in the form of convoys, aircraft and pilots. 

The convoys braved the dangers of Arctic seas taking 
food, fuel and military supplies to the Soviet people who 
took on the might of the Nazi war machine. 

Wreaths were laid by Dr Lewis Mooney and Lt 
Commander Radakin on behalf of the British government, 
and Mayor Canagasabey on behalf of the Borough of 
Southwark. Representatives of the embassies of the 
Azerbaijan Republic, Belarus, Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan, 
Uzbekistan, the Kyrgyz Republic, Ukraine, and of the 
Russian Defence Ministry also laid wreaths. 

Also laying wreaths were the veterans’ organisations 
the Russian Convoy Club, HMS Goodall, RAF-Russia 
Association, International Brigade Association, Ex- 
Services CND and British War Widows and Associates, as 
well as London UCATT and the Soviet Memorial Trust. 
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(top) 
International 
Brigader lays 
a wreath. 
Members of 
the Russian 
Convoy Club 
lead the 
proceedings. 
(pics Mike 
Cohen) 
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Captain Corelli's Greece 
and the anti-fascist 


Children in 
the ruins of 
a house 
following the 
burning 
down of the 
village of the 
Mikro 
Chorio, 
central 
Greece, 
1943 

















































































































Mark Mazower, Inside Hitler’s 
Greece: The Experience of 
Occupation, 1941-44, 

published by Yale University Press. 
UK £10.99. 

Review by Kenny Coyle 


his month sees the release of the film 
version of Captain Corelli's Mandolin, Louis 
de Berniéres’s controversial best-seller set on 
the Greek island of Cephalonia during the 
Second World War. 

The £45-million film, starring Nicholas Cage and 
Penelope Cruz, has apparently dropped all of its 
insulting historical sub-plots and asides that provoked 
outrage among resistance veterans and were not 
included in the Greek translation of the novel. 

Controversy centred on the book's depiction of Greek 
resistance fighters — colloquially known as andartes — as 
psychopaths, cowards and rapists. The political bias of 
the book is set squarely against the main resistance 
movement, the National Liberation Front (EAM), and its 
military wing, the Greek People’s Liberation Army 
(ELAS), an acronym pronounced in the same way as the 
Greek work for Greece. 

While the EAM was set up in 1941 on the initiative 
of the Greek Communist Party (KKE), its membership 
and support was far wider. Yet the Cold War and 
particularly the opening of the Greek Civil War in the late 
1940s, which itself grew out of clashes between the 
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resistance 


left-led resistance and the right-led 
monarchist and collaborationist forces, 
overshadowed and even erased the 
experience of the Greek people during 
the wartime occupation. 

According to one former resistance fighter on 
Cephalonia: “De Berniéres’s book is an insult to the 
whole Greek people. But I believe it is also part of a 
global drive to rewrite history, to reverse historical facts, 
to convince people that political and social change is a 
dead end and that if you struggle for a better world, it 
only leads to bloodshed, suffering and failure.” ' 

In this context, of the need to examine the true 
historical record, the republication of Inside Hitler's 
Greece: The Experience of Occupation, 1941-44 must 
be welcomed. 

The occupation of Greece, carried out by the fascist 
powers of Germany, Italy and Bulgaria, was harsh and 
bloody. Thousands of Greeks died from famine during 
the winter of 1941-42. The repression was savage and 
unrelenting. In the last year of German occupation 
alone, 70,000 Greeks were executed. 

The main body of occupying Italian troops was by no 
means composed of committed fascists. There was 
indiscipline, insubordination and even occasional 
drunken armed clashes with German forces. 
As Mussolini’s regime crumbled from 1943 onward, so 
did the Italian forces, with hundreds deserting to ELAS. 
Furious Nazi commanders ordered wholesale 
executions of Italian soldiers during this period, 
including on de Berniéres’s Cephalonia. 

Yet Italian fascism was not entirely the clownish comic 
operetta as which it is sometimes portrayed. After one 
successful ELAS attack on an Italian military train in 
Kournovo, which left 500 to 600 occupation troops dead, 
the Italian fascists took 118 unarmed Greek prisoners from 
Larisa concentration camp to the spot and executed them. 

Although there were other resistance groups, such as 
the British-backed National Republican Greek League, 
EDES, of Napoleon Zervas, they were unable to match 
ELAS in discipline, heroism or effectiveness. EDES was 
implicated in collaborating with the occupying forces in 
actions against ELAS and there were frequent clashes 
between the two groups. According to Mazower, from 
1943 onward, Zervas reached a “modus operandi with 
General Hubert Lanz, in command of the Wehrmacht’s 
22 Army Corps in Epiros” in northern Greece. Zervas 
even went so far as to appoint an EDES liaison officer to 
the Nazi regional headquarters in the town of Jannina. 
EDES took part in frequent clashes with ELAS units. 
After the war, when Zervas was a serving government 
minister, he was forced to resign after revelations about 
his role at the Nuremberg Trials. 

ELAS was second only to the Yugoslav partisans in 
scope. Almost 60,000 men and women were in its 
military ranks, tying down seven German divisions and 
the Italian 11th Army. 

One senior ELAS commander, Stefanos Sarafis, 












































were immediately gassed. The same fate befell German 

the Jewish communities of many other Greek _ soldiers pose 

cities and islands. fora 
However, the planned extermination of souvenir 

Athens’s 8,000 or so Jewish inhabitants was upset photograph 

by an extraordinary series of events. in front of 
In late 1943, the Nazi commander Wisliceny _ the 

visited Elias Barzilai, the Grand Rabbi of Athens, to Parthenon, 

demand the addresses of Jews in the Greek capital. 1941 


Several days later, anticipating that this was the 
prelude to mass deportations to the death camps, 
Jewish activists in EAM hatched a bold plan. 

In the middle of the night, an ELAS unit arrived 
at the house of the rabbi, who at first mistook 
them for German soldiers. Hurriedly, they 
helped the rabbi and his family to pack. Hidden 
in a post office truck, Rabbi Barzilai, his wife and 
daughter were driven out of Athens under the noses of 
the Nazis. They survived the war in the hills of central 
Greece under the protection of ELAS. The rabbi's flight 
set off a rush by Athenian Jews to escape before the Nazi 
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detailed 327 different ELAS military operations from 
1943 until October 1944 alone. ELAS killed almost 20,000 
German, Bulgarian and Italian occupation troops, 
wounded over 8,000 and captured over 5,000, for the 
loss of 4,500 ELAS fighters. 


However, such resistance had its price. The German 
occupation authorities decreed that for every German 
soldier killed, 50 Greeks would die. 

Makis Faraklos, the 76-year-old president of the 
resistance veterans’ association in the Cephalonian 
town of Lixouri, described one such incident. “On June 
5, 1944, the Germans hanged five resistance members in 
the main square because the andartes had killed a 


noose was tightened. 

While around 650 Jews served directly in the ranks of 
ELAS, Mazower shows that many hundreds more, 
including young Jewish orphans, were hidden or 
protected by their fellow Greek citizens. Nazi authorities 
were continually exasperated at the lack of antisemitism 
among ordinary Greeks. 

In bringing to light these realities of Nazi occupation 


collaborator. They forced everyone they found on the 
streets to go there and set up four machine guns around 
us. One of the five, Dionisis Ratsiatos, was my teacher — 
I loved that man. There was a father and son, Gavrilis 
and Vasilis Rallatos, and the father was forced to watch 
his son hanged twice, because the rope broke the first 
time they strung him up. They hanged them from two 
trees. The youngest to die that day was Spiros Analitis, in 
his early twenties. The German commander announced 
through an interpreter that he would be freed if he gave 
information about the resistance. Analitis didn’t reply, 
but called to the crowd, ‘You, tyranny-fighting youth, 
will avenge our deaths’.”” 

The Nazis also tried to encourage Greeks to find their 
place in the Third Reich, since the Greeks were regarded 
as an ancient and cultured Aryan people, far superior to 
the neighbouring Slavic populations of the Balkans. 

In 1943, they encouraged the setting up of Security 
Battalions. These were units of Greek volunteers, 
numbering 8,000 men at the war’s end. They worked 
hand-in-glove with the Nazi occupation forces and 
played a full part in the rounding up of resistance 
fighters and Jews. Their rearming and integration into 
the forces of the postwar Greek state was a major factor ~ 
in the events that led to the Greek Civil War. 

Mazower shows that, with the security battalions and 
Wehrmacht as well as SS units, the Final Solution was 
carried out with a terrible ruthlessness. Probably 90% of ’ 7 
Greece's Jewish population was wiped out. ; ay rd BS 

Greece had a long-standing Jewish community dating £ t 
back 2,000 years. During the antisemitic expulsions 
from Spain in 1492, thousands of Ladino-speaking Jews 
sought refuge in the Ottoman empire, which then | 
included most of modern Greece. During the next few 
hundred years the port city of Salonika (now Greece's 
second city Thessaloniki) became one of the leading : perience e 
centres of European Jewish culture and population. 

Between 15 March 1943 and the final death train in AT 
August of that year, 48,974 Jews arrived in Auschwitz- | 
Birkenau from northern Greece and, of these, 37,386 


in Greece, Mazower has not only added to our 
understanding of the horrors of the Third Reich but also 
illustrated the defiant humanity of those who resisted. 


Quotes 1 & 2 from “Novel damned by Captain Corelli’s 
model”, Seumas Milne, The Guardian, Saturday 
29 July 2000. 
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of Blair’s Britain 


Anne Alexander and Arkan Rashid Magid 


ohammed’s flat is cold and damp, the 
peeling wallpaper is flecked with black 
spots of mould. The only heat comes from 
a small electric fire attached to a cracked 
socket by bare wires. “The worst thing is 
always having to look over my shoulder,” he says quietly. 
“Tm living in fear. It’s as if I never came to England at 
all.” As an Iraqi dissident, Mohammed knows all too well 
what it is like to live in fear of a knock on the door. 

Coming to Britain has not released him from this 
nightmare. He cannot choose where he lives. He is 
expected to notify the Home Office of any movement 
around the country. Only certain shops will accept his 
food vouchers. Mohammed has faced intimidation and 
threats from his landlady after he spoke to the press 
about the conditions in the flats where he lives. And he 
is still living in fear of a knock on the door. Yesterday the 
police came to take away a friend whose asylum claim 
has been refused. 

Like thousands of other asylum seekers Mohammed is 
trapped in a kind of twilight world populated by bullying 
officials, slum landlords, paid informers and 
racketeering sweatshop bosses. He did not slip into this 
parallel universe by accident or bad luck. Policy 
decisions at the highest level of government have forced 
him to the margins of British society. 

Understanding the plight of refugees in Britain today 
means absorbing one stark fact: this is deliberate. The 
Labour government has consciously set out to devise a 
system that excludes some of the most vulnerable 
people in society. The Asylum and Immigration Act of 
1999 takes previous Tory governments’ attempts to 
undermine the rights of refugees to a new level. The two 
key pillars of the Act are-the voucher system and forced 
dispersal. Both of these new systems of control 
represent significant attacks not only on asylum seekers 
themselves but also on the public sector as a whole. 
Given New Labour's fetish for privatisation, it is perhaps 
not surprising that refugees are now big business. 
Mohammed and his friends are a significant revenue- 
generating project for multinational capital thanks to 
the voucher system. The Belgian firm Sodexho, which 
runs the scheme, makes its money from the fact that 
refugees get no change from the vouchers. This giant 
multinational, which was chiefly famous for paying 
poverty wages to hospital cleaners and catering staff, 
has now found another niche market in human misery. 

The slum landlords are another New Labour 
innovation. Under the forced dispersal system, asylum 
seekers are placed in accommodation around the 
country within a few weeks of arrival. Much of this 
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accommodation is provided by Home 
contractors. These private landlords often have no 
experience in housing vulnerable people. The damp, 
overcrowded and barely furnished flats in the Landmark 
in Liverpool are some of the worst but every town in the 
dispersal system has its own horror stories. In East 
Anglia we met refugees living in a trailer park, eight or 
nine people crowded into a single caravan without 
adequate access to washing facilities and other basic 
amenities. 

Refugees across the country spoke of the problems of 
communal living: people without a language in 
common sharing cramped housing. In the Landmark we 
encountered cases of single women asylum seekers 
placed in communal flats with three or four young men 
they did not know. Lack of privacy is a common 
difficulty. It was only after conditions in the Landmark 
were exposed in the national press that locks were fitted 
to bedroom doors in the shared flats. 

More sinisterly, refugees we spoke to in similar 
accommodation across the country spoke of landlords’ 
agents coming into their homes without warning. In the 
Landmark, the landlady has a reputation for bullying, 
harassment and intimidation of residents. Hostels that 
provide food can be just as demeaning. Refugees in this 
type of accommodation frequently complain that they 
have been deprived of even the most basic control over 
their lives. Residents in a hostel in Liverpool went on 
hunger strike earlier this year in protest at the lack of 
proper meals and clean bedding. 

When it comes to work, asylum seekers lose out both 
ways. If they find work they risk being accused of 
“stealing British jobs”, yet those who claim benefits are 
labelled “dole scroungers” and “benefit cheats”. Many 
refugees are pushed into the world of illegal work simply 
because they cannot afford to live on vouchers set at 70 
per cent of income support. Working provides a vital 
supply of hard cash for phone calls to lawyers, travel to 
college, photocopying documents. Asylum seekers are 
in theory entitled to find work legally after six months, 
although many are still waiting for the go-ahead from 
the Home Office months later. For the large numbers 
who fall outside this system, the only alternative is 
illegal work. Refugees caught up in this system have 
nowhere to turn to for help. “It is common for employers 
to take you on for a week as a trainee without pay,” 
explains a Kurdish asylum seeker from Birmingham. “I 
have a friend who has been taken on five times by the 
same guy, and five times sent home after a couple of 
days without being paid. The boss tells you that he is 
only going to pay you £2 or £2.50 because he has to pay 
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an extra £2 as ‘tax’. 


Most refugees put up with the low 
pay because they don’t have any choice, they don’t know 
their rights,” adds his friend. The young Iraqis living in 
the trailer park were there because they needed work, 
and had found it in a warehouse packing magazines. 
Others worked in restaurants or takeaways, putting in 
long hours for low pay. 

The combination of poverty and stress damages 
refugees’ physical and mental health. Damp housing 
exacerbates lung problems. Wahid, an Afghan refugee, 
explains how the daily trek up and down the stairs in the 
Landmark is wrecking his health: “I have a heart 
problem, the doctor has told me not to strain myself, yet 
I have to climb the stairs to the 8th floor almost every 
day.” Communication difficulties compound health 
problems. Refugees rarely have access to an interpreter 
for health appointments. Some hospital trusts simply 
ask existing staff to fill the language gap, or rely on 
friends of the patient to act as interpreters. This 
haphazard system means that more complex issues, 
particularly mental health problems, are rarely 
addressed. Emad Lilo is a social worker specialising in 
community mental health who works with refugees in 
Liverpool. “Many of these problems can be traced back 
to the conditions in which people live, the culture of 
intimidation and bullying in their accommodation. 
Depression is extremely common, along with other 
more serious conditions such as post traumatic stress 
disorder.” Lilo argues that even when refugees do come 
into contact with mental health services they often face 
further problems of misdiagnosis and inappropriate 
treatment. “Refugees suffering from post traumatic 
stress disorder are often diagnosed with schizophrenia. 
There is widespread ignorance and lack of awareness of 
the mental health needs of asylum seekers.” 

The last factor that traps refugees in this makeshift 
twilight world is structural and systematic racism. Many 
asylum seekers to whom we spoke felt at times as if they 
were living under siege. “Every racist in Liverpool knows 
where the Landmark is. And whenever they want to, 
they come and make trouble.” Among a small group of 
Ted Ve 7 mf 3 es 1 ee ; 


















































































































































































































































Kurdish friends living in the flats, every single person 
had been abused or attacked at least once over the past 
few months. Said, a young man in his early twenties, 
points to the livid scar on his friend’s face and adds 
bitterly: “that’s what happened when we came here 
looking for safety”. In Bradford, one refugee told us 
about the time that a gang of men attacked his house. 
“We came down into the city centre to get away from 
them, but the police wouldn't help. I think they were 
afraid of confronting the racists.” 

Despite these problems, in many areas of the country 
community campaigns, trade unions and anti-racist 
organisations have successfully built links with refugees. 
In Liverpool a huge number of different projects have 
sprung up in the past year: a clothing collection point at 
the local radical bookshop, a club night on St Patrick’s 
day with free transport for refugees, a campaign against 
the detention of asylum seekers in HMP Walton, a 
writing festival on the theme of “immigration city”, 
which will showcase life histories of refugees and other 
migrants. All of these can help in some way to break 
down the isolation of refugees and to make the fight 
against racism part of the political life of the city. 

But to be successful they have to go a step beyond 
sympathy to find a common solidarity. Even the best 
press coverage casts refugees as helpless victims. It is 
true that refugees are ground down by a system that 
traps them on the margins of society. However, being a 
refugee is about more than survival. Many asylum 
seekers have been targets for oppression in their own 
countries precisely because they fought for their rights 
against overwhelming odds. And many are fighting here 
as well. For some that simply means a fight for decent 
housing, health services and the right to be treated like 
human beings. Others we met had been active in 
political campaigns challenging the whole asylum 
system. The tenacity and courage of the people we 
spoke to shows the old slogan still holds true: refugees 
are here to stay and here to fight. 

Names have been changed to protect the privacy of the 
refugees we interviewed for this article. 
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Steve Cohen: Immigration Controls, 
the Family and the Welfare State 
[Jessica Kingsley, 2001] 

ISBN 1-85302-723-5 

Review by Dave Renton 








has long offered sanctuary to the victims of 

persecution abroad. For hundreds of years we have 
welcomed new generations of immigrants from Europe 
and beyond. Yet in the past few decades, or so the myth 
tells us, all that has changed. The foreigners have 
become greedy, deceitful, there are too many of them, 
and it is only right that immigration should now be 
controlled. This story pleases those people who have an 
interest in keeping our society as it is, but it has no 
connection whatsoever with the truth. Instead 
generations of immigrants, from the eighteenth century 
onwards, have found themselves treated as second-class 
citizens in Britain. Since 1905 there has been a series of 
laws designed to keep out foreigners, or to be precise, 
the foreign poor. 

Anyone who still believes the racist myths about 
immigration should read Steve Cohen's book. It’s not 
just that he destroys the lies, showing that for example 
migrants cannot be blamed for unemployment or bad 
housing. Other people have made that case. Cohen 
doesn't limit himself to the soft argument that refugees 
and other immigrants are human, and therefore have 
the same needs as anyone else. Instead, he goes beyond 
that, showing that many migrants are fighters, often 
people who have had to campaign for their right to 
remain here. He applauds their courage and offers 
practical advice to others whose fight is the same. 

Immigration Controls, the Family and the Welfare State 
is laced with examples of people fighting back. The 
author gives credit to those trade unions, such as 
UNISON, that have supported their members (including 
Marion Gaima and Florence Okolo) when they have 
come under attack. One campaign was Anwar Ditta’s 
fight to have her children allowed to come here. Steve 
Cohen quotes one of her speeches from 1980, “Why am 
I going to these meetings? Do you think it is easy going 
out in all weathers to campaign? It’s really ridiculous 
making black people suffer and destroying their 
families. God knows what we are going through.” 

While black and Asian people have fought for their 
rights, they have come into conflict with a series of 
institutions that have denied them an equal place. 
The most important obstacles are the immigration 
controls. Cohen gives examples of immigration officers 
denying couples residency. “In one case the couple were 
closely related and therefore it was assumed that the 


Ts is a strange myth that maintains that Britain 
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families had connived in a marriage of convenience. 
In another case the families were not related and this 
was used to support refusal on the grounds that it is 
customary to marry within the family.” Immigration 
Controls, the Family and the Welfare State also gives 
examples of people refused permission to move, 
because of who they married, where they lived, because 
one partner had work, or because one partner did not! 
This book argues convincingly that there is no such 
thing as “fair” immigration controls. 

The book also offers practical advice to people 
working in the welfare state, including benefits workers, 
teachers, housing officers and the like. Steve Cohen’s 
argument is that the welfare state is increasingly being 
used as a mechanism to police all people who use it, but 
especially immigrants. In this situation, it is no use to 
pretend that the people you work with or your clients 
are going to be safe from persecution. It is far better to 
try and understand the situation people are in, and then 
work with them in campaigns when they come under 
threat. 

This book is accessible, practical, clearly written and 
well argued. It is primarily aimed at public sector 
workers in and around anti-deportation campaigns. But 
the argument is more compelling and the book deserves 
the widest audience. Anyone who wants to understand 
immigration controls from the viewpoint of those 
suffering from them should start with this book. 
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Nazis in Margate: 
are refugees the real problem? 





Nazis in Margate available from 
TV Choice, 22 Charing Cross Rd, 
London, WC2H OHR, £10. 
Cheques payable to TV Choice. 
Review by Kate Taylor 


th the anti-asylum seeker slogans being bandied 
W::: by the tabloid press, one could be forgiven 

for believing that Britain was under siege from 
opportunistic refugees who have little to offer in the way of 
skills, and who seek to bleed the country dry. An insightful 
new documentary, Nazis in Margate: are refugees the real 
problem? explodes this myth fully. At the same time the 
film shows how its perpetuation in economically deprived 
areas provides an opportunity for far-right groups to 
exploit local problems for their own benefit, and how this 
in turn culminates in racist violence against refugees. 
The hysteria directed towards asylum seekers is shown to 
exist at the expense of tackling the real causes of poverty, 
unemployment, and degeneration. By scapegoating 
refugees, those who suffer such social inequalities are led 
to believe that there is a simple solution to their problems. 
That is, by getting rid of asylum seekers, they will prosper 
in economic and social terms. 

Nazis in Margate shows that Margate and parts of East 
Kent were in decline long before asylum seekers ever 
arrived. Throughout the 1950s and 1960s, Thanet, which 
encompasses Margate and its surrounding towns, was a 
thriving seaside resort. Visitors flocked in and the tourist 
industry became the main local source of income. But 
tourism began to decline during the 1970s and 1980s, 
when increasing numbers of people started holidaying 
abroad. Thanet shifted from a holiday paradise to a 
poverty trap. The area now has one of the highest 
unemployment rates in the country. 

This is why refugees ended up in Margate. Awash with 
empty cheap hotels and hostels, the town was ideally 
placed for Ramsgate port, through which many refugees 
enter Britain. The notion that permeates the area is that 
the growing poverty is attributable to the arrival of 
refugees. In fact it is the other way around. 

Nazis in Margate follows the National Front’s 
‘ Opportunism in targeting the town, which resulted in a 
succession of marches over the past year. It also 
highlights the inevitable racial violence that follows. 
The video explains the underlying reasons why local 
people are supporting the NF and exposes the failure of 
local and national politicians to tackle the problem in a 
sensible manner. 

But the narrative makes clear that asylum seekers are 
not the real problem, simply the most visible target for 
local frustration. This transference of blame lends itself 
to fascist exploitation in an area where an estimated 
1.5% of the population are seeking asylum. 

The film is split into two parts. The first part traces the 
area's history, providing the context behind its economic 
decline, and the subsequent problems that have 
followed. 

Steven Ladyman, the local Labour MP tells the 
cameras: “This problem is huge ... genuine refugees 





need support and we do not have the facilities to 
support that number of people”. Local people echo the 
feeling that asylum seekers are putting resources under 
strain, depriving them of work and accommodation. 

June 2000 saw the second NF march in quick 
succession in Margate. “I don’t like Kosovans, they’re 
taking over the local people”, one resident declares. 
Some display a lynch mob mentality, vowing to get 
refugees out of the area. Others proudly declare 
themselves to be racists. 

The fallacy that the anti-immigration and racist 
rhetoric put forward by the NF provides a remedy to the 
economic problems of the town is disturbingly 
encapsulated by the words of one 12-year-old local boy. 
“A nazi is someone helping... They’re the only one 
standing up against Kosovans ... [I’m] proud to be a nazi 
and always will be.” 

The endemic myths that local people believe are clear 
to see: “they’re putting us out of work, filling all the hotels 
and they are scum”. But the truth about the refugees 
diverges far from the stereotype. Many are highly 
educated, occupied professional jobs in their countries 
of origin, and had little choice about coming to Britain. 

Hamide, 38, is from Kosovo. In her home country she 
was a journalist. She was arrested by the Serbian police, 
who are notorious for their treatment of Kosovan 
women. In moving terms she relates the tragedy that led 
to her flight: “Unfortunately it had to happen, such a 
huge genocide, we don't flee from our country because 
we want to, we have been made ... You have no chance 
for life, you look for an opportunity, even animals try to 
survive, so should we.” Her problems did not end on her 
arrival in Britain: “I don’t feel free in this country”, she 
says, and she suffers a constant fear of racist attacks. 

Interviews with Hamide and other refugees provide a 
human element to the film. Their testimony tells the 
story in a way that statistics or headlines cannot. It is 
these individual tales of suffering that need to be heard 
in order to convey the reality of life for many of those 
who arrive in Britain, only to be confronted with a 
hostile reception from local residents. 

But as the film shows, not all the local residents feel 
this way. Many are shown actively campaigning against 
fascists who come into the area to drum up racial 
tension. Some speak to the cameras about the 
heartbreak they feel when the NF marches through 
town: “They represent what is the worst about 
humanity. It is scapegoating the people who are the 
victims of the system.” 

Nazis in Margate provides a welcome analysis of the 
situation facing many asylum seekers in British towns. It 
highlights the way in which fascism feeds off racism to 
exploit local tension, and the mechanisms of social 
exclusion that allow it to flourish, perpetuated by racist 
media rhetoric. In a climate where asylum has become 
the political issue of the day, bringing racist sentiments 
into the mainstream, Nazis in Margate shows how such ~ 
views can lead to devastating results. The video dispels 
many of the myths surrounding such a sensitive issue 
and is highly recommended to anyone who is 
concerned with the problems of racism, nazism and 
refugees in Britain today. 
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(left to right) 
Udo Voigt, 
leader of the 
NPD who 
played host 
at Passau. 
James 
Dowson 
loyalist thug 
and anti- 
abortionist 
kingpin in 
Scotland. 
Justin 
Barrett, boss 
of Youth 
Defence 
International 
and nazi 
fellow 
traveller 


by Gerry Gable 


ver the past two years the strangest of alliances 
CO: been formed between some of the most 

virulent anti-abortion campaigners and the 
world’s leading nazis and fascists. Even the age old 
hostility between Catholics and Protestants in Ireland 
and Scotland has dissolved in the face of the 
combination of these forces. 

Among the activities of this alliance was the operation 
to safehouse James Kopp, who was arrested earlier this 
year for the murder of the abortion doctor Barnett Slepian 
in 1998, (see Searchlight 311). At least as disturbing is the 
way in which they target school children. 

One of the key players is Derek Holland, well known as 
one of the founding members of the political soldiers, 
who took over the original National Front in the 1980s. 
The political soldiers were backed by the convicted 
Italian terrorist Roberto Fiore, now leader of the 
extremist fascist group Forza Nuova in Italy. Holland 
wrote the blood-chilling booklet, The Political Soldier, 
and is a fanatical traditional Roman Catholic linked to 
the Society of St Pius X, whose members sheltered Kopp 
in the Irish Republic, where Holland now lives. Holland’s 
Catholicism did not, however, prevent him visiting 
Tripoli in the late 1980s to try and gain support from 
Colonel Gaddafi’s regime for what by 1990 had evolved 
into the International Third Position (ITP). 

Holland, like Fiore, has become increasingly close to 
the German nazi National Democratic Party (NPD), 
which the German government is trying to ban. Holland 
has featured in interviews in its youth paper and was 
probably responsible for the invitation to Justin Barrett, a 
young Irish lawyer and leader of the Irish anti-abortion 
group, Youth Defence, to attend the NPD’s annual rally in 
Passau in May last year. 

The NPD opposes almost all abortion in order to 
preserve the stock of the German Volk. In Passau, Barrett 
and Holland met the NPD’s leader, Udo Voigt, and the 
ageing terrorist and lawyer Horst Mahler, now 
prominent in the party. Also playing a key role at the 
rally was Fiore. By last November they had all met up 
again in Milan, with the addition of Spanish Falangists 
and a bevy of far-right Italian fascists, traditional 
Catholics and academics in the fields of racial eugenics 
and other dubious disciplines. The result of these two 
meetings and a third, also in Italy, last December was the 
creation of the Lega Internazionale Antiabortionista 
(International Anti-abortion League). 
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Barrett was also forging cooperation between his 
group, now more grandiosely renamed Youth Defence 
International, and the two Precious Life set-ups in 
Northern Ireland and Scotland, run by Jim Dowson, a 
loyalist thug with several convictions, who has now 
become a Protestant lay preacher. 

Dowson, 34, is a one-time member of an Orange 
marching band that dedicated tunes to the loyalist killer 
Michael Stone, infamous for his gun and grenade attacks 
in the Republican Mill Town cemetery. Dowson's tattooed 
arms are evidence of his extremist hate connections. 

It is unclear why an arch Catholic such as Barrett and 
some of his Irish colleagues with strong Republican 
sympathies should want to pitch £50,000 into Dowson’s 
outfit, and the source of the money remains a mystery. 

This money has been used to produce 250,000 anti- 
abortion hate CD Roms and around 10,000 video tapes 
that are now being pumped into schools, churches and 
homes in Northern Ireland and Scotland. 

Another manifestation of the nazi anti-abortion 
alliance is the ITP anti-abortion group, Crusaders for the 
Unborn Child, based in Manchester. Run by political 
soldier Alex Malcolm, it publishes the hate sheet, The 
Crusader, and operates a vicious website. Malcolm, not 
noted for turning the other cheek, has warned off people 
who oppose his views with threats of retaliation and 
“taking the battle to the enemy”. 

Fiore, already in trouble in Britain over his fraudulent 
ITP charities that claim to raise money for Catholic 
causes, would have no difficulty assisting those who 
sheltered Kopp during his two years on the run. After all, 
he has offered the same service to Italian terrorist killers 
in London for several years. 














































































































































































































































































































































































































Society of Saint Pius X 
by Kate Taylor 


THE AMERICAN TERRORIST JAMES KOPP, wanted in 
connection with the 1998 murder of the abortion doctor 
Barnett Slepian, was recently captured after two and a half 
years on the run. During this time, Kopp had sought refuge in 
several countries, but it was in the Irish Republic where, 
befriended by priests at one of the churches serving as a base 
for the Society of Saint Pius X (SSPX), he had stayed longest. 
Known as “Timmy” to parishioners, he had also worked as a 
handyman to the order and attended mass at the church. 

The SSPX is a fundamentalist order whose founder, the late 
Archbishop Marcel Lefebvre, was excommunicated in 1988 
for consecrating bishops in contravention of orders from 
Rome. Since that time, the SSPX has existed as a schism 
from the mainstream Catholic Church, most fundamentally in 
its refusal to look to Rome for its agenda. Lefebvre adopted 
this stance because of what he saw as the increasing 
modernisation of the church. He opposed moves towards 
modernity because they implied that: “all the cultures are 
equal, all the religions are equal, that there is not a one and 
only true faith”. He instructed his followers to revert to using 
the Tridentine Mass, which had been left behind by the 
Catholic church of the 20th century. 

In July 1988 the far-right newspaper Spotlight, founded by 
Willis Carto of the Liberty Lobby, latched onto Lefebvre’s 
* stance claiming: “Lefebvre was quoted recently as saying 
‘They [the church] have condoned modernism, communism 
and Zionism ... he speaks out in opposition to these trends’.” 

One of the priests that Lefebvre consecrated was British-bom 
Richard Williamson, who, like Lefebvre, was excommunicated 
in 1988. Afterwards Williamson declared, “The pope has a 
rubber head”. His views on the Holocaust have continually 
brought the SSPX into disrepute: “The arguments against it are 
very strong ... the Holocaust could be a very big lie.” 
Williamson also declared, “I don’t like enemies of Christ ... 
Communists, Freemasons, Jews — our lord Jesus has many 
enemies”. Williamson later fell foul of Canada’s hate crime 
legislation and was investigated by the Mounties after telling 
audiences; “The Jews created the Holocaust so we could 
prostrate ourselves on our knees before them and approve of 
their new state of Israel”. Williamson also praised the notorious 
German-Canadian Holocaust denier, Ernst Ztundel. 

Williamson left before the investigation got off the 














































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































(left to right) Multimillionaire fascist terrorist Roberto 
Fiore. Horst Mahler, ageing terrorist and legal adviser 
to the NPD. Derek Holland, whom even Colonel 
Gaddafi’s Foreign Ministry thought was more than a 
little crazy 


ground, but the SSPX publications Verbum and Angelus and 
Williamson’s monthly Letters were later banned in Canada. 
One edition of Letters quoted from the fraudulent Protocols 
of the Learned Elders of Zion, while another declared that 
liberty, democracy, and equality are responsible for 
abortion. Their unremitting view on abortion made it fitting 
that Kopp should seek solace in their order. 

Doug Christie, lawyer in Canada for David Irving and 
others on the far right, has spoken at the SSPX'’s most 
important seminary in Minnesota at the invitation of 
Williamson. In France, the SSPX has been closely 
associated with the far-right Front National. 

In 1989, the connection between key members of the 
SSPX and fascism became even more apparent when Dr 
Boyd Cathey joined the Institute for Historical Review (IHR) 
editorial advisory committee. The IHR exists to deny the 
Holocaust and rewrite history in favour of the nazis. Cathey 
was educated at the International Seminary of Saint Pius X in 
Switzerland and has taught in SSPX schools. According to 
Thomas Case, a critic of the SSPX, writing in Fidelity, 
“Extremist policies flourish at the Pius X academy and at the 
college in St Mary’s, Kansas.” 

One priest even went out and bought AK47 assault rifles 
and issued them to his flock. Catholics who have spoken 
out against this gross distortion: of their creed and voiced 
fears for their children, as some of the churches have 
schools associated with them, have been hounded from 
their jobs and homes and in some instances have been 
dragged through the courts. 

In Britain one of the SSPX’s bases is the Church of Saints 
Joseph and Padarn in Salterton Road, Islington in North 
London. This is the church that Derek Holland, a “political 
soldier” and henchman for the Italian terrorist Roberto 
Fiore, attends regularly, despite living in the Irish Republic, 
when he is not travelling around Italy or Germany. Holland’s 
Irish-born father, who now lives in Huntingdon, is also a 
member of this church. 

In the words of Thomas Case: “With virulent anti- 
Semitism taught at St Mary's and Winona ... with the belief 
that all women are damned eternally, it is no doubt true that 
Richard Williamson and his clique are ruining the Society. 
But it might be truer to say that the Society as a whole is 
ruining Catholicism in its members ... After 10 or 20 years 
of propaganda, most are so imbued with a hatred for Rome 
that they seem content to remain forever in schisms.” 

Many other Catholic theologians question whether this a 
genuine schism within the Church of Rome or a far-right cult. 
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Anti-fascism and 


globalisation By Steve Silver 
































or more than a decade — since the collapse of 
the Soviet Union and the European socialist 
countries — pundits have been proclaiming that 
a new age is upon us. Francis Fukayama 
famously declared that we had reached the 
“end of history” and that there was nothing beyond 
liberal capitalism. Others state that we have entered the 
era of “globalisation” (or “globalism’) in which national 
sovereignty is disappearing as a result of a technological 
revolution that makes space and time virtually irrelevant 
and an economic revolution that renders nation states 
powerless in the face of transnational corporations. 

Those who are in favour of globalisation, like old- 
fashioned imperialists, see themselves as harbingers of 
a civilising and benevolent liberal capitalism. In one 
sense globalisation is an irrefutable fact, it is a real 
project that is spearheaded by the most developed 
countries, the transnationals that are based within those 
countries and the international institutions that they 
control. Globalisation has no boundaries when it comes 
to mainstream party politics, and conservatives, liberals 
and social democrats support it with gusto. 

Globalisation is also a theory that offers a rationale for 
the greater penetration of national economies by 
transnational corporations through the extension of free 
market economics (the removal of tariffs and barriers). 
Advocates of globalisation often recognise that the 
whole project, which once seemed unstoppable, is in 
serious jeopardy and has been for some time. In June 
1999 Britain’s Secretary of State for Trade and Industry, 
Stephen Byers MP, told the Japan Federation of 
Economic Organisations (better known as_ the 
Keidanren) that: 

“We must not lose sight of the opportunities that have 
flowed from the new age of globalisation. We have 
benefited from the integration of the international 
economy. Now we must manage it through more 
difficult times. 

“... Now the trend is stalled, and in some places even 
reversed, but I believe that it is a temporary setback, nota 
permanent condition. The essential answer to the 
problems of the moment is not less globalisation, not new 
national structures to separate and isolate economies, 
but stronger international structures to make 
globalisation work in harder times as well as easy ones.” 

Byers made his speech before the much-publicised 
anti-globalisation protests against the World Trade 
Organisation in Seattle in December 1999. A year later 
what was left of the government minister’s optimism 
was waning. In August 2000 he told the London Business 
School that: 

“’,. We clearly need to do far more to make the case for 
free trade, so that our people can realise the 
opportunities and benefits that globalisation has to offer. 
We must do this because in a democracy we will not be 
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able to embrace globalisation if too many individuals 
and organisations feel they are being left behind. 

“And we need to be in no doubt. The backlash against 
globalisation is real and it is gaining power and 
momentum.” 

The fact that the globalisation project is floundering is 
receiving increasing recognition. A leader in the liberal 
Guardian on the weekend of the anti-globalisation 
protests in Canada in April declared: 

“The world economy is in a state of flux, with the 
model of self regulating markets and all-powerful 
corporations rapidly going out of fashion. Governments 
have found they have power, particularly when prodded 
by consumers concerned about the food they eat, the air 
they breathe and the world they live in ... the idea that 
interventionism is back in fashion can only be 
welcomed.” 


A new age? 

In last month's Searchlight Lenny Zeskind and Devin 
Burghart argued that anti-fascists need to understand 
the world in the face of globalism. They said that while 
the globalisation process may not be complete, a 
“paradigm shift” has occurred and “categories 
associated with the old order have changed”. It is 
curious that some of those opposed to globalisation 
should ascribe to it even greater powers than do its 
proponents. Is it really true that governments cannot 
control national economies or will not be able to soon? 
The globalists themselves certainly do not think so. 

There is plenty of evidence to show that we are 
entering a phase where globalisation is being heavily 
challenged*and is unlikely to survive history's long 
march. When drugs’ companies lose a court case in 
South Africa, which means that anti-HIV drugs can now 
be produced cheaply, is that just an exception? When the 
British-run Marks and Spencer's announced that it will 
be closing its French stores this year and French courts 
intervened and ruled that it cannot do so, is that just 
another exception? When the United States, the 
vanguard of “globalisation”, elects President George W 
Bush and begins to look inward once more, and 
infuriates the outside world with its “Son of Star Wars” 
missile programme, is that yet another exception? 

No amount of exceptions, and they are numerous — add 
your own, will shake the belief of those who declare that 
we have entered a new historic globalisation epoch. 
Anything that proves the case against globalisation, it is 
argued, is actually proof of globalisation! So, the 
reemergence of nationalist movements — the opposite of 
a trend toward globalisation — is seen as a response to 
globalisation. The strengthening of regional trading blocs, 
which are in fact in competition with each other (and the 
countries within those blocs are also in competition with 
each other) are also seen as proof of globalisation. 


The collapse of the Soviet Union and 
the rise of nationalism 


The key factor in the recent rise of nationalism, and this 
cannot be underestimated, is the collapse in 1991 of the 
Soviet Union and the European socialist countries that 
were allied with it. The world changed from being 
largely bipolar to unipolar, with the United States being 
the only great superpower left on the planet. However, 
even that has to be understood in context. The US might 
be the great military superpower, but the world 
economy is still dominated by three competing regions, 
North America, Asia (Japan) and Europe. 

In the wake of the collapse of the European socialist 
bloc old nationalist and religious movements 
reemerged, pre-1945 claims were made on territories 
and in Yugoslavia, for example, dormant ethnic national 
hatreds were awakened. The rise of nationalism in 
eastern Europe had nothing to do with transnational 
corporations even if they were able to pick over the 
Soviet corpse like vultures. 

The heavy defeat and disorientation that the left 
suffered with the collapse of the Soviet Union and the 
European socialist countries sent reverberations 
worldwide. The changed situation gave a shot in the arm 
to the fascists, who in many places had been in terminal 
decline. When the British National Party mobilised in 
Bermondsey in 1991 for example, it taunted what it 
perceived as a left-wing opposition with the chant “You 
are the past, we are the future”. 

Much of the left, even those who had spent years 
arguing that the Soviet Union was not even socialist — so 
shouldn't have been concerned by the collapse of a 
supposedly capitalist bloc - headed down the TINA road 
(There Is No Alternative to liberal capitalism) mirroring 
the right-wing analysis of the situation. It is true that 
there is a very real threat to national democracy, but this 
is as much to do with regional trading blocs enforcing 
strict social spending levels on member states as it is to 
do with the intervention of transnational companies. 
Put another way, what is the greater threat to national 
democracy in Europe, companies such as McDonald's 
or the European Union? 


Nationalism and internationalism 

When Stephen Byers spoke last year at the London 
Business School he made the following observation of 
the movement against globalisation: 

“Last December from the convention centre in Seattle 
through the clouds of tear gas I could see red-neck steel 
workers from Philadelphia walking alongside 
- anarchists. Grandmothers dressed as turtles alongside 
unemployed textile workers from downtown Seattle. 

“Often with contradictory demands nevertheless it is 
the diversity of these groups which makes them such a 
potent force in any democracy.” 

On the same topic Zeskind and Burghart asked 
whether anti-fascists could salvage anything from that 
same “unholy coalition’, or what they described as a 
“nasty confection’. They argued that “nationalists”, 
“internationalists” and “globalists” are engaged in a 
“battle of three corners”. 

This “nasty confection” is the crucial issue in the entire 
debate and warrants a discussion beyond this article that 
is long overdue. After all, even if we disagree as to 
whether we live in an era of globalisation or 
continentalisation, or just plain old imperialism, the 
opposition movement to the problems of a perceived 
and actual loss of national sovereignty is very real and 


has to be addressed. I would suggest, in the final analysis, 
that not only is this all that we are going to agree on, 
thankfully it is all that we need to agree on to proceed. 

On this theme, if we look at the question of national 
sovereignty in Britain we find that there are some who 
cannot understand how sections of the left oppose the 
European Union, finding themselves in a de facto bloc 
with far-right nationalists. But surely it is not difficult to 
see that the left and right are contesting the territory 
over who is really defending national democracy. In 
Britain the right is the dominant force, but in other 
European countries, such as Denmark, where they 
voted “No” to joining the European single currency, it is 
the left. 

It seems fairly obvious that anti-fascists engaged in 
opposition to the European Union have to expose the 
far right in the same way that they have done in other 
campaigns over the years. If a campaigning organisation 
is so dominated by the far right that it becomes a lost 
cause, then anti-fascists have to develop their own 
organisations rather than be submerged in a reactionary 
and racist agenda. No one said these were easy times. 
This is the very argument that Searchlight has had with 
some of the left that support the right-wing led anti- 
European Union “Democracy Movement” in Britain. 
Build a progressive alternative, have no truck with 
racists, is our view. 

One of the problems with what Zeskind and Burghart 
are saying is that they posit internationalists as good 
guys and nationalists as bad guys, which is of course true 
in say the United States or England. However, if we are 
talking globally — and that is the topic — then it is a huge 
error to do this. Internationalism and nationalism are 
not opposites. In countries where opposition to 
imperialism was expressed through nationalist 
movements can we really argue that nationalism is 
reactionary? Is there not a difference between the 
nationalism of an oppressed people and the nationalism 
of an oppressing people? Are there not nationalists of 
every political colour? Even in Europe and North 
America it is problematic to see nationalism as a priori 
reactionary. Surely many Irish, Welsh and Scottish 
nationalists for example have made not only great 
internationalists, but also staunch anti-fascists. For every 
Italian Northern League or Canadian secessionist racist 
is there not a Basque or Irish nationalist who is also at the 
same time an internationalist and anti-fascist? In every 
country nationalist movements take different forms 
shaped by the historical experience of that nation. 
Nationalism is not a monolithic entity and should not be 
viewed as such: it is not necessarily a bad thing. 

In turn, internationalism is not some empty slogan 
that is supposedly the opposite of nationalism, but 
means solidarity with other peoples’ struggles. 
The greatest example of anti-fascist internationalism — 
the International Brigades in the 1930s — was comprised 
of people who went to fight against fascism and for 
Spanish democracy. When anti-fascists sang Jarama 
Valley at meetings and of how the fighters had “fought 
like true sons of the people’, it was clear that they were 
viewed as fighting like Spanish patriots. 

The burning issue for anti-fascists at the moment is 
the problems faced by refugees and asylum seekers. 
People are dying, literally, in their efforts to gain access 
to Europe and North America. If internationalism 
means anything to us today then we need to find ways to 
address the contradiction that in a world where capital 
can traverse the planet with less restrictions than ever 
before, labour has never had less freedom of movement. 
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ROMANIA 
Dog’s life for extreme right 


Romania's extreme right-wing leader, Corneliu Vadim 
Tudor, led a small demonstration through the streets of 
Bucharest in April to protest against the killing of stray 
dogs by the capital’s authorities. Tudor, flanked by 
bodyguards, marched with around 50 people to the 
residence of President Ion Iliescu to demand an end to 
the crackdown on the animals, which have overrun the 
city. 

The demonstrators, some of whom were armed with 
dogs, accused Traian Basescu, the mayor of Bucharest, 
of being an assassin and a serial killer. Basescu has 
refused to end the cull, which finally began in April after 
several delays. “We cannot tolerate the growing 
numbers of stray dogs in the city,” he said. 

Bucharest’s streets are infested with strays. Last year 
some 20,000 people were bitten and 3,000 people have 
reported attacks so far this year. Now it is the extreme 
right that is baring its fangs in a bid to gain cheap 


popularity. 


AUSTRIA 


Murder plot against teachers 

Three 15-year-old technical college students have been 
charged with plotting to kill their principal and three 
teachers in Neunkirchen. Police said the plot was revealed 
by an anonymous telephone caller, who said the youths 
- all alleged nazis — had ordered a pistol from a 
schoolmate and paid a deposit for it. The murder plan was 
apparently in revenge for the principal making an official 
complaint to the police after the three drew swastikas 
on college walls and in their notebooks and were seen 
giving the Hitler salute outside the school. The Austrian 
state security police have been called in to help their 
local counterparts investigate whether the three belonged 
to any nazi organisation. Herbert Kautz, major of 
Neunkirchen, expressed fear that the affair could be 
“the tip of an iceberg”. 


GERMANY 


Roeder stays out of jail 
Manfred Roeder, the notorious nazi terrorist and serial 
offender, has won his appeal against a prison sentence 
imposed for inciting racial hatred. Roeder, 72, was 
sentenced in December 1999 to two years’ jail for 
describing the Holocaust as “humbug” at a federal 
election meeting of the Nationaldemokratische Partei 
Deutschlands (NPD) in August 1998, while a candidate 
on the party’s list. In April a court in Schwerin reduced 
the penalty to a three-year suspended sentence. 
Infamous for his violent activities, Roeder was jailed in 
1982 for his involvement in the murder of two 
Vietnamese refugees, but has been free since 1990. He 
was due to appear in court again in May for calling for 
the violent overthrow of the democratic state at an NPD 
congress in January 1998. 
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THE BALTIC STATES 
Boneheads commemorate Hitler 


A crowd of 40 Estonian skinheads marked the anniversary of 
Hitler's birthday in Tartu on 21 April by staging a wreath- 
laying ceremony and concert. Police said the skinheads, 
most of whom arrived from the Estonian capital, Tallinn, by 
bus, held a torch-lit march to a memorial to German soldiers 
who died in the Second World War. After speeches at a 
cemetery, the skinheads moved on to a hate music concert. 

In Lithuania on 20 April, police removed a swastika flag 
left hanging from an empty building in the centre of Vilnius 
to commemorate Hitler’s birthday. Police have removed 
similar flags marking the anniversary for the past few years. 


SLOVAKIA 


Police accept murder could be racist 

Skinheads in Bratislava stabbed a young man through the 
heart, killing him. Another two young men were taken to 
hospital with stab wounds sustained in the same 
incident, the Slovak private television station, Markiza, 
reported. Shortly before midnight on 27 April, three 
skinheads attacked a 30-year-old Slovak, whose darker 
skin made him look like a foreigner or Romany. The man 
died on the spot. Police are searching for the killers and 
accept the murder could have been racially motivated. 


THE NETHERLANDS 


Swastikas daubed at Jewish cemetery 
Vandals spray-painted nazi swastikas and antisemitic 
slogans on headstones at a pre-war Jewish cemetery near 
Dorst over the last weekend in April. About 70 of the 120 
headstones suffered damage and one was destroyed, 
police spokesman Henk Ketelaars said. The vandals also 
sprayed “Go to hell” and “We are back” in German on walls 
and headstones. Last month, Dutch and German nazis 
marched through Kerkrade near the German border in an 
effort to put a nazi candidate on next year’s mayoral ballot 
there. 


BELGIUM 

Flemish minister at SS reunion 

The Interior Minister in the regional government of 
Flanders was forced to resign after being filmed singing 
Nazi songs at a reunion of SS veterans in Antwerp at the 
beginning of May. Johan Sauwens had been a member 
for 25 years of a support group for Belgian SS veterans. 
Around 1,500 people attended the reunion, where SS 
insignia was on display and some participants wore far- 
right uniforms including that of the banned 
paramilitary Vlaamse Militanten Orde (VMO). Sauwens, 
50, denied being a Nazi sympathiser, said he attended 
the meeting unwittingly at the invitation of friends and 
did not notice the SS symbols. But he admitted 
attending other SS veterans’ functions and receiving the 
group's monthly magazine, which in April 1989 devoted 
a whole issue to the 100th anniversary of Hitler's birth. 


GERMANY 


From Tammy Wild in Berlin 


Court allows nazi May Day 
marches 





ABOUT 4,000 NAZIS marched through the streets of 
Germany on May Day, but many more anti-fascists 
protested against them and tens of thousands of trade 
unionists and left-wingers celebrated the day in more 
traditional way. 

The nazis were able to demonstrate in seven cities 
following court decisions that upheld their right to freedom 
of expression, despite police applications to ban the 
marches. 

The biggest nazi demonstration took place in Dresden, 
where 1,500 people, mainly from Saxony and other east 
German states, paraded through the streets. Seventy anti- 
fascists attempted to block their route but the police 
removed them. The Dresden march was organised by the 
nazi Nationaldemokratische Partei Deutschlands (NPD), 
which is very strong in the region. Featured speakers were 
Winfried Petzold, the NPD’s leader in Saxony; Holger Apfel 
from the NPD national leadership; and Frank Schwerdt, a 
leading nazi from Berlin who joined the party three years 
ago but is widely seen as a key representative of the 
national socialist element within the NPD. 

In Berlin, about 700 nazis marched under the NPD 
banner in the Lichtenberg district. Again, many young nazis 
and NPD supporters from Berlin and the surrounding east 
German states, mainly Brandenburg, took part and 
listened to speeches by Udo Voigt, the NPD’s national 
leader; Horst Mahler, the former leftist who is now the 
NPD’s lawyer; and Andreas Storr, an NPD youth leader 
from Berlin, who was hit in the face by an enraged 
bystander while delivering his speech. Only 300 anti- 
fascists managed to get through the strong police cordons 
that sealed off the entire district. The behaviour of the 
police was the latest manifestation of a tradition of the 
Berlin Senate leaning over backwards to protect nazi 
marches and ensure as little protest as possible. 

The fact that more than 9,000 police were deployed in 
Berlin to deal with demonstrations was especially grotesque 
because the city’s conservative Interior Minister, Eckhart 
Werthebach, had originally banned the NPD march and, for 
the first time in 14 years, had also banned the traditional 
radical left-wing “revolutionary 1 May” demonstration. 

The courts subsequently overturned the ban on the NPD 
- march — as they do every year and as Werthebach fully 
expected — but upheld the ban on the left-wing 
demonstration, justifying it on the grounds that there had 
been outbreaks of violence in the past. 

The court decision and Werthebach’s craven policy were 
widely criticised by a number of people, including Paul 
Spiegel, leader of Germany's Jewish community. On May 
Day afternoon , thousands of people protested against the 
ban in the inner city Kreuzberg district. The protests ended 
in violence after the police attacked a non-violent street 
gathering in the district’s central square, using tear gas and 
water cannons against everyone there — bystanders, 
spectators and children alike. 

The day ended with a largescale battle against the police 
and more than 600 arrests, including many immigrant and 
left-wing youths. The declared intention of the police was to 
arrest as many people as possible in a bid to “prove” that 
their heavy presence was justified and that Kreuzberg is a 





“violent zone”. Werthebach has since announced that he 
will ban the left-wing May Day demonstration for the next 
three years. 

Anti-fascists in other cities were more successful in 
disrupting and stopping nazi marches. In Frankfurt, the 
militant Freie Kameradschaften mobilised for a rally and 
march to the Federal German Bank to protest against “the 
euro and globalisation”. This march was organised by the 
veteran nazi activist Steffen Hupka and his allies from the 
Norddeutsche AktionsbUndnis led by Christian Worch and 
Thomas Wulff. 

What was meant to be a big show of force in the 
“finance, immigrant and Jewish capital” of Germany turned 
into a fiasco for the 800 nazis who showed up. Some never 
managed to get to the rally; others were attacked by 
outraged anti-fascists and ordinary citizens when they tried 
to leave a special underground train. Anti-fascist protesters 
from across the social spectrum erected burning barricades 
along the route of the march, which forced the police to 
keep the assembled nazis standing under the burning sun. 

When it finally became obvious that any attempt to let the 
nazi mob proceed to the Federal Bank would be met with 
heavy resistance from protesters, the police decided to 
escort the nazis on a short march back to their buses, 
which also sustained some damage at the hands of those 
who objected to fascists polluting their city. 

A united anti-fascist response in the city was successful 
in mobilising several thousand people, among them Turkish 
immigrants and trade unionists. About 100 anti-fascists 
were arrested in the course of the day’s protests. 

The march was not the only nazi fiasco. A concert 
arranged for the evening in a nearby town turned into a flop 
when the police ordered its organisers to dismantle the 
stage and refused to let the buses from Frankfurt stop at 
the site. Nevertheless, the Freie Kameradschaften were 
able to score some points in their ongoing, and increasingly 
bitter, power struggle with the NPD by managing to bring 
800 nazis from across Germany — mainly from the north, 
the east and the Ruhr industrial area — to Frankfurt to listen 
to the former SS man Otto Riesz. 

Meanwhile in nearby Mannheim the NPD tried to 
undermine the Freie Kameradschaften by staging a 300- 
strong march. Over 3,000 Mannheim residents took to the 
streets to protest against it beforehand and several hundred 
anti-fascists blockaded and attacked the nazi march itself. 

In Essen, an NPD stronghold, 400 nazis marched after 
the Federal Constitutional Court; Germany’s highest court, 
lifted a ban that the lower courts had imposed. The nazis 
were met by anti-fascist opposition and some of the nazis 
received a thrashing. 

The Federal Constitutional Court also rescinded a ban on 
an NPD march in the Bavarian city of Augsburg, thus 
allowing about 250 nazis to demonstrate after listening to 
speeches by Sascha Rossmiuller, the national leader of the 
NPD’s youth organisation, and the NPD’s Swedish-born so- 
called ideologist, Per Lennart Aae. Again several hundred 
people turned out in opposition. 

This year’s May Day nazi demonstrations were significant 
because they exposed the growing conflict between the 
NPD and the Freie Kamaradschaften. The trend set last 
year in Berlin, where the authorities allowed the nazis to 
march, continued this year with the failure of further 
attempts at bans. This was important for the NPD because 
of the party’s need to close ranks, fend off the nazi 
militants outside the party and put on a show of strength 
in the face of attempts to ban the party itself by all three 
of Germany’s main constitutional bodies, the federal 
government, the federal parliament and a majority of the 
German states. 
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From Bruno Harmsun of 
Tum-balalaika in St Petersburg 


St Petersburg officials 
favour nazis 


TWENTY ACTIVISTS of the nazi Russian National 
Unity (RNE) movement were allowed to hold a 
political demonstration in St Petersburg on 8 April. 
The authorities of Russia’s second city disgraced 
themselves not only by permitting the march, but also 
by using it as an excuse to direct a much larger 
demonstration in support of freedom of speech away 
from the city centre to the far bank of the River Neva. 

More than 10,000 people marched, in St Petersburg’s 
biggest demonstration in the past ten years, in solidarity 
with journalists of the threatened NTV television 
station. Staff at NTV, an independent broadcaster, have 
been threatened with legal measures by the Russian 
government, officially for tax reasons but in reality for its 
public criticism of President Vladimir Putin and his war 
in Chechnya. 

The rally attracted a broad range of speakers and 
spectators but it was a young NTV journalist who best 
summed up the situation by voicing his fears of a future 
Russia with a liberal capitalist economy but ruled by a 
fascist totalitarian regime, like Pinochet’s Chile. The 
crowd reacted by applauding and chanting the anti- 
fascist slogan “No Pasaran!”. 

While this was going on the pathetic bunch of RNE 
activists were allowed to traipse over the immense 
Palace Square, near the world-famous Hermitage 
Museum, attracting disproportionate interest from the 
local television station, which refused to report on the 
demonstration in support of their NTV colleagues. 

Coverage of the RNE’s miserable parade particularly 
highlighted placards attacking the “Judeo-Masonic 
NTV”. The RNE activists were joined later by a few 
dozen boneheads who strolled over the Nevsky 
Prospekt, St Petersburg’s main street, but did not dare 
approach a nearby anarchist picket line protesting at 
the war in Chechnya. 

The fascist demonstration was part of a campaign by 
the RNE and other nationalist and fascist organisations 
against the impending prosecution of their “national 
hero” Yuri Budanov and demanding his immediate 
release. Budanov, a Russian army colonel, has been on 

































































































































































trial since 28 February in the southern city of Rostov for 
the rape, torture and murder of an 18-year-old Chechen 
girl, Elza Kungayeva. Known as a sadist even among his 
own subordinates, Budanov claims that Ms Kungayeva 
was a sniper even though he abducted her while she was 
baby-sitting at home. 

The outcome of the trial will set a precedent in 
determining whether the Russian army can be held 
responsible for its crimes in Chechnya and whether war 
criminals will be punished. Fascist organisations as well 
as the notoriously nationalist army generals are 
lobbying and campaigning hard for Budanov. 

Ms Kungayeva’s parents and family have received 
scant public support, though many people sympathise 
with them. The three lawyers supporting the family have 
revealed that state investigators in the case have tried to 
hide evidence and conceal the identities of possible 
witnesses. 

While progressive media, including NTV and 
Itogi-Newsweek magazine, have reported on the 
indifferent attitude of local authorities and democrats 
throughout Russia towards the case, Chechen guerrillas 
attracted international attention last year by offering to 
exchange a number of important Russian prisoners-of- 
war for Budanov. 

The events of 8 April are important to an 
understanding of the changed political situation in 
St Petersburg. While fascists like the RNE are no longer 
strong enough to dominate the streets, anti-fascists 
have become increasingly involved in the opposition to 
the government. As a result the army of bureaucrats 
around Putin now regard them as a serious threat. 

On the morning of Easter Sunday, government 
security forces raided the NTV studios on behalf of a 
newly elected board of directors, totally loyal to the 
government. Over 80% of NTV’s employees immediately 
quit their jobs, paralysing the company. 

The attack on NTV is part of an anti-democratic 
campaign run by the Putin administration ever since it 
came to power. The government fears the independent 
mass media, which have played a key role in criticising 
the war in Chechnya and have dealt Putin's policies 
heavy blows on a number of issues, including the 
sinking of the submarine Kursk. 

NTV, which commands a bigger audience than any 
other television station in St Petersburg or Moscow, has 
systematically refused to provide a platform for fascists, 








































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































racists and antisemites, in contrast to other, state- 
owned, companies. NTV’s founder, one of Russia’s 
richest individuals and a founder of Russia’s Jewish 
National Congress, has also funded anti-fascist 
initiatives such as the anti-fascist magazine, Diagnosis. 
Putin's attack, which started with a clumsy attempt to 
ban his caricature from NTV’s Dolls programme - a 
Russian version of Spitting Image — and ended with the 
Easter raid, was applauded by a rag-bag of fascists, 
antisemites and racists who represent everything that is 
rotten, reactionary and repressive in Russian society. 


From Jean Raymond in Moscow 
Stabbing tribute to Hitler 


RUSSIAN NAZI SKINHEADS celebrated Hitler’s birthday 
with the coldblooded murder of a Chechen youth during a 
mob attack on a group of young Chechens near the gates 
of the Kremlin in Moscow on 21 April. The 18-year-old 
victim was killed with two massive stab wounds to the 
chest. The skinheads fled but two were caught and held 
until the police arrived. 

The murderer has been identified as Alexander Zolotukhin, 
aged 17. The killing followed a rampage the previous day, 
when nearly 150 skinheads stormed a street market in 
Yasenevo in the south of Moscow, bawling racist slogans and 
beating up several Caucasian traders before police 
intervened. Ten stallholders were hospitalised and the police 
held 53 skinheads, the majority of them aged between 
13 and 18. Among them was the deputy chief of the 
nationalist newspaper Russky Khozyain (Russian Master). 

The mainstream daily Kommersant described the attack 
as “a real pogrom”, while President Vladimir Putin 
denounced the racist violence as “absolutely unacceptable 
for a multi-ethnic country like Russia” and urged the 
government to step up anti-racist measures. 

The recent violence is only the latest example of nazi 
boneheads running amok. On 8 April, about 50 skinheads 
attacked students at the University of Electrical Studies in 
the Aircraft Engine underground station. When the police 
arrived, they went to the assistance of the skinheads and 
assaulted the students, who organised a_ protest 
demonstration the next day. Representatives of the Interior 
Ministry and the police are meeting university officials to 
discuss the situation. 

Racist violence has become part of daily life, with foreign 
students of African and Asian origin the most frequent 
targets. In some cities such as Voronezh, where the nazi 
Russian National Unity (RNE) group is very active, students 
-can only leave their campus safely in large groups. Chinese 
students recently demanded a refund of their university fees 
so they could leave the city. Although Putin has ordered 
measures to protect minorities, human rights groups fear 
that racist violence is growing and say that skinheads are 
increasingly to blame. 

Meanwhile, Eduard Limonov, the poet and leader of the 
group ultra-nationalist National Bolshevik Party (NBP) was 
arrested on 7 April in Altai and charged with attempting to 
buy weapons illegally. A police search of his home 
uncovered almost US$10,000 (£7,000). Although Limonov 
claims the money is an advance payment for a book he is 
writing on the Krasnoyarsk aluminium tycoon, Anatoly 
Bykov, the: FSB secret service insists the money was 
intended for an illegal weapons purchase. 

The Limonov affair seems to be linked to the arrest, in 
March, of three members of his party who were trying to buy 
guns in Samara and Ufa. Limonov has denied ever meeting 





them and has connected his own case to the trial of four 
other members of the NBP for an attack last November on 
St Peter’s Cathedral in Riga, the capital of Latvia. Several of 
Limonov’s henchmen were arrested during the raid in Altai, 
including Sergei Aksyonov editor of the NBP’s official 
newspaper Limonka (Grenade). 

Limonov has had a long and murky political career. 
Expelled from the Soviet Union in the 1970s, he found 
refuge in France, where he hung around the extreme left. 
In the early 1990s he underwent a conversion to right-wing 
extremism and set up the NBP Although the NBP’s 
membership is small, it is very street active and regularly 
takes part in May Day demonstrations and October 
Revolution commemorations. 

The NBP contingent generally numbers fewer than 100 
in St Petersburg and only a few more in Moscow. The kind 
of young people who take part, however, look more like 
extreme leftists — sporting long hair or multi-coloured punk 
or Mohican hairdos — than the shaven-skulled types who 
usually take part in far-right activities. The NBP’s 
ambiguity is compounded by its idealisation of the left- 
wing hero Che Guevara. 

Limonov is not the only extremist in trouble. Vladimir 
Zhirinovsky, head of a 17-member bloc in the Russian lower 
parliamentary chamber, the Duma, has come under fire for 
refusing to observe a minute’s silence in Parliament to 
commemorate Jewish victims of Nazism. 

“What kind of a Russian Parliament are we talking about, 
if it gets up to commemorate the Jews?” he bawled, going 
on to declare that the six million Jews exterminated by the 
Nazis did not merit more respect than the 30 million 
Russians killed during the Second World War. During the 
minute’s silence, Zhirinovsky invited his fellow members of 
the assembly to remain seated — without much success. 

Despite his various escapades, Zhirinovsky continues 
to play a political role much greater than his election 
results suggest and is considered a useful ally by the 
Kremlin, a fact confirmed when president Putin decorated 
him recently. 
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AUSTRIA 


From Karl Pfeifer in Vienna 


Appeal court rules Haider was 
not libelled 


JORG HAIDER, the right-wing extremist former leader of the 
Freedom Party (FPO), has lost his claim for damages 
against the distinguished political scientist, Anton Pelinka. 
An appeal court in Vienna overturned a verdict of a lower 
court last May that Professor Pelinka libelled Haider on a 
programme broadcast by the Italian station RAl. 

In the broadcast, in May 1999, Professor Pelinka, who 
teaches at Innsbruck University, said, “Haider has always 
made remarks in his career that are to be seen as an 
attempt to apologise for National Socialism. He once called 
the concentration camps ‘punishment camps’. All in all, 
Haider is responsible for making certain National Socialist 
positions more acceptable.” Haider, the governor of 
Carinthia, sued Professor Pelinka for libel, engaged Dieter 
Bohmdorfer, now Justice Minister in the coalition 
government, to act for him and won £3,000 in damages. 

Austrian and foreign academics defended Professor 
Pelinka’s position. In a report on Austria by the European 
Union published last September, the EU’s so-called “three 
wise men” warned that the case against Pelinka was part 
of an FPO strategy to prevent criticism by taking legal 
action and that it could lead to restrictions on criticism of 
the government. 

Pelinka reacted to the appeal court decision, which 
cannot be challenged, by declaring: “Haider is now seen 
by the courts as an apologist for National Socialism” 
adding that the outcome was “a good sign of the state of 
basic rights and a good decision for Austrian democracy”. 

Haider, already reeling from a severe electoral defeat in 
Vienna, called the appeal court verdict part of the 
“orofessional suffering” he has to endure as a politician, 
declaring: “Since my capacity to suffer is unlimited and 
has grown with the years, | will cope with it”. Haider also 
lost a second case brought against Pelinka last October 
over remarks made on CNN. 

Meanwhile, the FPO in Upper Austria has found a new 
way of inciting hatred of Jews, Muslims and foreigners. At 
the end of March, the party started a campaign to collect 
signatures in favour of banning ritual slaughter in Austria. 
According to the petition, ritual slaughter “is a cruel way 
of slaughtering still practised by some religions”. 

Haider’s sister, Ursula Haubner, a regional councillor 
responsible for consumer interests in Upper Austria, 
claimed “religious practices are being used as the 
grounds for this particularly cruel method of slaughter”, 
even though Jewish and Islamic religious law strictly 
forbids cruelty to animals. 

To promote its policy, the FPO in Upper Austria has 
installed a discussion forum on the Internet which has 
attracted a host of explicit antisemitic declarations such as 
that by “Hagen von Tronje”, which advises Haider’s token 
Jew, Peter Sichrovsky, to “tell his Jews to go and eat their 
kosher food in occupied Palestine”. Bernhard Lindorfer, 
another contributor to the “discussion”, writes that 
“bestial” ritual slaughter “has nothing to do with beliefs” 
and says he “would drown the swines in human form who 
practise it in the blood of the tormented animals”. 

Such messages posted on the discussion forum 
graphically illustrate the vile racist and antisemitic 
character of Haider’s core support. 
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NORWAY 


From Monitor in Bergen 


Nazis have no memory of 
racist attack 


EIGHT NAZIS have appeared in court in Stavanger charged 
in connection with the stabbing of two immigrants over a 
year ago. The incident occurred outside a nightclub when 
uniformed nazis launched a vicious assault on the two men 
after picking a quarrel with them. The nazis were visiting 
Stavanger to make local contacts and hand out leaflets 
declaring “the white race must be saved”. 

Tommy Olsen, 22, from Kristiansand, is charged with the 
stabbing itself. One victim was left with minor injuries and 
the other, an Algerian, was stabbed eight times in the back 
and head, suffering a punctured lung. The other defendants 
are accused of hurling bricks at the Algerian and kicking him 
while he lay wounded on the ground. 

In court all eight developed acute amnesia, unwilling to 
admit remembering much from the night in question. 
Six gave statements to the police shortly after the incident 
but Mikkel Vetvik and Tore Johan Rasmussen refused to talk 
during police questioning. 

Several of the men told the court they were not active 
nazis but merely “opposed to immigration”. But two are 
known to have taken part in the illegal Rudolf Hess march 
in Askim last autumn, and Vetvik and Kim Hugo Hansen 
were involved in an attack on two Eritreans in Kristiansand 
on New Year’s Eve, which left one victim in a coma. 

As we go to press, the case is still proceeding but, 
whatever the outcome, there is no doubt that the stabbing is 
one of a long line of violent incidents involving Norway’s small 
but increasingly violent nazi scene. 

Meanwhile, the right-wing populist anti-immigrant Progress 
Party (FrP) is trying to recover from its recent turmoil and 
scandals, which have included rape and sex abuse 
allegations. A big internal party purge has ensured that Carl | 
Hagen, can enjoy the luxury of heading a party whose leading 
figures either agree with him or pose no threat. 

This was very evident at the FrP’s recent congress, where 
delegates queued up to praise Hagen and the rest of the party 
leadership for “handling the crisis in an exemplary fashion”. 
No controversial issues were raised during the congress. 

Despite papering over the cracks, the FrP has paid a 
heavy price. Several of its former top politicians have quit, 
party democracy has been all but snuffed out and public 
support has begun to evaporate. 

The FrP’s support in the opinion polls is currently stuck at 
11-13% compared with 35% before the scandals hit the media 
and the party is now heavily dependent on Hagen’s political 
talents to win support in the run-up to the general election. 

Hagen, without doubt an effective orator and populist, will 
concentrate on a “back to basics” anti-immigration strategy 
in a bid to avoid electoral humiliation. He has already 
launched the FrP’s campaign with a speech focusing heavily 
on tax relief and public spending. Unusually, however, very 
few turned up to hear him. 

The FrP’s core issue remains immigration. The FrP 
congress adopted a resolution demanding that every 
refugee or asylum-seeker take a mandatory Aids test on 
first contact with the Norwegian authorities. 

When such tests prove positive, “appropriate measures 
are to be taken”, says the resolution. Siv Jensen, one of the 
party’s two deputy leaders, has confirmed that “appropriate 
measures” actually means deportation from Norway. 


Emil Carlebach 1914-2001 


Graeme Atkinson 


EMIL CARLEBACH'’S life as an anti-fascist, Communist, 
trade unionist, author and journalist came to an end on 
9 April with his death in a Jewish old people’s home in 
Frankfurt am Main. 

Emil’s life was of the stuff for which novelists would 
give their right arms. He was a person of truly heroic 
mould. Born into one of Germany’s most distinguished 
rabbinical families, he cast religion aside at an early age 
to adopt the philosophy that salvation lay in this life. 

As a teenager, he became active in the Social 
Democratic school students’ organisation, which he soon 
quit to join the youth wing of the Communist Party of 
Germany (KPD). At 18 he was already an active trade 
unionist and anti-fascist, recognising clearly that the 
growth of fascism was directly linked to the crisis of 
German and world capitalism. As he later titled one of his 
most famous books, “Hitler was no industrial accident”. 

When the combined forces of German conservatism, 
liberalism and business handed power to the Nazis in 
January 1933, Emil was doubly endangered because of his 
combative anti-fascism and his Jewish origins. As fascist 
darkness descended over Germany, Emil was arrested by 
the SA and jailed. On his release, he immediately threw 
himself into the KPD’s illegal resistance, writing articles 
and distributing underground newspapers and leaflets, 
only to be arrested again in January 1934. 

Thus began 11 years of incarceration, with three years 
in prison until, in 1937, he was sent to the Dachau 
concentration camp. A year later he was transferred to 
Buchenwald, where he was held until the prisoners 
liberated themselves on 11 April 1945, storming the 
barbed wire and watch towers, arresting their SS 
torturers and handing them over to the US Army, when 
it subsequently arrived. 

In Buchenwald, Emil immediately joined the 
prisoners’ resistance and was acknowledged as the 
representative of the Jewish prisoners. Together with 
others in the overwhelmingly Communist resistance 
organisation, he rescued new arrivals at the camp and 
motivated their courage and will to survive SS terror. 

Thanks to Emil and his comrades in the International 
Military Organisation, 21,000 prisoners were able to 
emerge from the hell of Buchenwald. Among them were 
903 Jewish children, who were saved from being gassed 
because they were hidden in the camp by the resistance. 

‘On the morning of 6 April 1945 the SS was given the order 
to execute 46 German and foreign prisoners. Emil was on 
the list. Again, because of the resistance that Emil had been 
instrumental in building, all 46 were concealed and saved. 

When the war ended, Emil returned to Frankfurt am 
Main to take part in what he hoped would be an anti- 
fascist and democratic renewal of German society. Once 
more in the ranks of the newly legal KPD he urged unity 
with the Social Democrats, was elected a city councillor 
and member of the Hessen state parliament and 
became, in 1946, one of the official publishers of the 
now internationally famous Frankfurter Rundschau. 

The postwar democratic honeymoon did not last long. 
Emil, co-author of the present-day state constitution in 
Hessen, was removed from the newspaper by the US 
military authorities at exactly the same time as they 
were reinstating Hitler's hanging judges, policemen and 
bureaucrats, and sheltering the likes of Klaus Barbie and 





Nazi spy chief Reinhard Gehlen. 

Undeterred, he played a central role in the formation 
of the anti-fascist Vereinigung der Verfolgten des Nazire- 
gimes (Organisation of the Victims of Nazi Persecution 
— VVN), which campaigned for compensation for Nazi 
victims, exposed the rehabilitation of old Nazis in the 
German government, police and civil service, and 
militantly fought attempts to revive Nazism. Emil served 
on the VVN’s presidium until 1989. 

His work as deputy editor of the KPD’s newspaper 
during the early days of the Cold War brought him into 
conflict with the law. Because of his trenchant articles, 
he was convicted and jailed on political grounds by 
Germany's new “democratic” judges. 

In 1956, the KPD was banned — he'd seen that before. 
To escape an arrest warrant, Emil went to live in the 
German Democratic Republic, where he worked as a 
radio journalist. Returning to West Germany in 1969, he 
resumed his posts in the VVN and became chief editor of 
its newspaper, Die Tat. At the same time he intensified 
his work in the International Buchenwald Committee 
and became its vice-president. 

In the last decade of his life, he gave special attention to 
talking to young people, retelling his experiences, 
imparting his political wisdom and warning of the ever 
present fascist danger. Youngsters were spellbound by 
him. Without the inspiration of Emil and other resistance 
fighters such as Peter Gingold, the regular anti-fascist 
demonstrations by up to 10,000 school children in 
Frankfurt in the early 1990s would have been impossible. 

For Emil, the battle against fascism and the struggle 
for a socialist future were absolutely inseparable. His 
confidence in the working class was unshakeable. A 
fighter to the marrow, he could be abrasive but was 
universally respected. 

He had no time for those who tried to rewrite history 
by besmirching the role of the Communists in 
Buchenwald and denying the self-liberation of the 
camp. Nor did he have time for moral cowards who 
jettisoned their principles to seek dubious respectability 
in the arms of the German authorities, politicians and 
the police. There were few obituaries for him in the 
liberal and conservative press ... they never forgave his 
refusal to abandon the ideas that guided his life. 

Farewell, Emil. You are irreplaceable and humanity is 
poorer for losing you. As a beneficiary of your support, it 
was a privilege to have known you, shared platforms 
with you and learned from you. 
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ITALY 


Alfio Bernabei 


Mussolini’s heirs return 
to power 


THE DESCENDANTS of Benito Mussolini’s blackshirts 
have returned to power in Italy in the government 
coalition headed by the television tycoon Silvio 
Berlusconi, which also includes the xenophobic 
Northern League. The neofascist National Alliance got 
12% of the votes and will have about 100 deputies. Its 
leader, Gianfranco Fini, who was for many years 
secretary of the nazi-fascist Movimento Sociale Italiano 
founded by Mussolini’s heirs, expects to become deputy 
Prime Minister. 

As the country plunges into the moral and ethical 
abyss of having elected a Prime Minister who has stood 
trial several times on corruption charges and is still due 
to give evidence in Mafia-related investigations, the real 
winners are Fini’s neofascists and the cluster of extreme 
right-wing groups who will feel encouraged to pursue 
their revisionist agenda, which includes Mussolini and 
Hitler celebrations, apologia for the SS and the denial of 
the Holocaust. 

Berlusconi as an individual may not survive for long 
the judge's investigations into his business dealings, the 
alleged Mafia connections or the arguments 
surrounding the conflict of interests. But as a political 
instrument his victory may have already achieved the 
strategic task inherited from his corrupt benefactors of 
the 1970s — including his allies in the P2 Masonic Lodge 
with their international extreme right-wing links — of 
keeping buried the secrets of the “strategy of tension” 
and thus removing any possibility of throwing light onto 
those who piloted a string of right-wing terrorist attacks, 
such as the Bologna railway station bombing of 1980 
which killed 85 people. Berlusconi's relentless campaign 
to denigrate the judiciary “led by communists” has 
achieved the weakening of democratic institutions as a 
whole and made it easier for the neofascist National 
Alliance to manoeuvre itself into a position of 
legitimacy. A progressively less vigilant media, generally 
more preoccupied with image 
rather than substance and 
inclined to forget the historical 
lessons of Italy’s responsibilities in 
the Second World War, has 
contributed to bringing about a 
situation in which Fini, nourished 
by the nazi-fascist ideology, has 
reached the upper echelon of 
power, poised to run as the next 
Prime Minister of Italy if and 
when Berlusconi falls. The latter's 
ability to rely on fascists has been 
clearly demonstrated by the 
election deal struck in southern 
Italy with the veteran blackshirt 
Pino Rauti of Movimento Sociale 
Italiano Fiamma Tricolore. 

Rauti and other fascists have 
enjoyed considerable television 
exposure during the election 
campaign. Roberto Fiore, the 
former fugitive from justice and 





Searchlight June 2001 32 





one of the leaders of Terza Posizione (Third Position) 
who took refuge in London in the autumn of 1980 and 
was later sentenced in absentia to many years in prison, 
told viewers about his anti-immigrant policies and plans 
to increase the birthrate apparently to achieve pure 
Italian or European labour self sufficiency and thus avoid 
foreign contamination. Now head of a London-based 
financial empire, Fiore was able to mount an election 
campaign with several candidates, including Guido 
Mussolini, a nephew of the dictator. His Forza Nuova 
party failed to make an electoral impact, but that was a 
foregone conclusion. The real aim of the campaign was 
to propagandise political and religious extremism, train 
an “army” of stewards across Italy and educate them to 
exploit the climate warmed up by the xenophobic and 
racist outburst of Umberto Bossi’s Northern League, now 
a member of the government coalition even if not in a 
determining role, given that he merely got 4% of votes. 

Fascist propaganda is everywhere on the increase in 
Italy. Alongside the Forza Nuova official website, which 
attacks the “grotesque mythology of anti-fascist 
resistance” and “the terrorist cowardice of partisans” 
others have sprung up, making available a huge 
amount of information some of which is illegal under 
the largely ignored Mancino Law of 1993. Among the 
material in circulation are 66 questions and answers to 
teach neofascists how to deny the Holocaust, a list of 
10,000 Jewish families in Italy, apologias for nazi 
leaders, lists of books in defence of those accused in the 
Nuremberg Trials and links to sites such as the one 
devoted to the Belgian nazi criminal Leon Degrelle. The 
latter is also honoured in the website of the National 
Alliance's youth wing. 

No one can blame Berlusconi, Fini or Bossi for leading 
their parties to the elections. What remains to be 
explained is why the electorate favoured them. 
A relatively young country such as Italy, which was 
united for the first time only in 1861 and was 
subsequently scarred by 20 years of fascism and 45 years 
of corrupt Christian Democratic rule, has partly lost its 
civic spine and opted for a mix of cynicism and 
complacency that can only be a recipe for political 
instability and dangerous adventurism. It remains to be 
seen what reaction Italian ministers will receive when 
they meet other European leaders dismayed by this turn 
of events. 





Italian fascists serving in the Das II.W-Gren. Regt of the SS in 1944 in the final days of the 
Salo Republic created by the SS and Mussolini 


CANADA 


Martin Thériault 


Nationalism versus globalisation 
in Quebec City 


MORE THAN 60,000 people converged on Quebec City 
in late April to oppose globalisation during the Summit 
of the Americas, when the 34 countries of the 
hemisphere, except Cuba, discussed a possible Free 
Trade Agreement of the Americas (FTAA). After the 
government spent close to Cdn$100 million (£45 
million) on security and building a 4.8 km long, four 
metre high perimeter fence, the main memory local 
residents have of the summit is a weekend of tear gas. In 
36 hours, 181 people were injured and 6,000 police 
officers used 1,000 rubber bullets and 5,000 tear gas 
canisters against demonstrators, and made 486 arrests. 
Canada has never seen so much tear gas and the rubber 
bullets were a first. It was a defining moment for Quebec 
nationalism too. 





In our house without us 

The government of the province of Quebec launched a 
major campaign to oppose its exclusion from the 
summit by the federal government under the rallying 
cry, “Not in our house without us”. For the leadership of 
Quebec nationalism movement, the fact that Quebec is 
not yet a country, and is therefore excluded from the 
table of negotiations, was a key factor in mobilising 
people not against free trade or globalisation, but 
against the federal government. As the premier of 
Quebec stated, “being anti free trade is reactionary — let 
us compete and stand up to Europe and show them that 
we too are a great market”. The National Assembly of 
Quebec also adopted a unanimous motion supporting a 
free trade zone of the Americas. 

Non-government organisations (NGOs), trade unions 
and other associations staged a week-long People’s 
Summit, which the Quebec government supported to 
the tune of more than Cdn$300,000, as did the federal 
government. Quebec's strategy was, as one major daily 
paper put it, to use the People’s Summit as its Trojan 
Horse for visibility during the official summit. The goal 


was to use its “social partners for sovereignty”, mainly 































































































the leaders of major trade unions, NGOs and 
associations of Quebec, to denounce the lack of support 
for the demands of the nationalist movement in 
building free trade in the hemisphere. But the plan 
failed because other participants clearly opposed free 
trade and globalisation. 


Corporatism at work 

In contrast to the street opposition to globalisation, 
nationalists have a hard time defining their position. 
Although trade union members opposed globalisation, 
the two major trade unions have investment funds with 
billions invested in corporations. While their members 
oppose free trade, they jump on the bandwagon of 
investment in the new economy of Quebec. They are, as 
Quebec’s premier stated, major partners for the 
development of the Quebec economy and its future 
emancipation as an independent country. Their leaders 
clearly stated that they fight for a human touch to 
globalisation. 

While young people and mostly students were being 
assaulted by gas and rubber bullets, the leader of the 
Women’s Federation of Quebec and a leader of a major 
trade union denounced the “violence of the 
demonstrators”. The next day, while 60,000 marched 
against globalisation, a team of 1,500 marshals from 
Quebec's major trade union ensured people could not 
demonstrate close to the Summit of the Americas and 
led the march to an empty parking lot 5 km away. Even 
the Prime Minister of Canada applauded the excellent 
work being done by the trade unions in collaboration 
with the police to keep demonstrations away from the 
Summit participants. 

The far-right nationalists of the Ku Klux Klan, the 
Movement for the National Liberation of Quebec and 
others were left in disarray. Their aim was to infiltrate the 
ranks of the anti-globalisation forces and advance anti- 
US rhetoric, but the official nationalist movement was 
able to prevent them making major inroads. But in the 
coming months these groups will attempt to build a third 
position approach that could create serious problems 
among the ranks of the anti-globalisation forces. 

As one of the leader of a nationalist movement stated in 
the weeks before the Summit, “People from around the 
world will come to Quebec to create problems and 
tarnish the reputation of Quebec”. Well, they came from 
all over to expose globalisation and the nationalists 
tarnished their image of “progressive” in the eyes of many. 
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Eric Owens 
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STATESIDE 


by Devin Burghart 
New leadership profile: Eric Owens 


folking the system 


A NEW GENERATION of white nationalist leaders is 
developing in the United States. While still youthful - 
mostly in their late twenties to early thirties - many have 
been active for at least ten year, some since their teens. 
Maturing in their own autonomous scenes, they have 
invented themselves as leaders by tossing off the 
ideological baggage of their movement elders. They are 
their own veterans — of street battles and sectarian 
skirmishes alike. 

This new generation has inherited a world 
qualitatively different from those before them. Born 
after the end of de jure segregation and coming of age 
politically since the collapse of the Berlin Wall, they have 
never lived in a world where white domination was not 
contested or anti-communist “patriotism” hegemonic. 
Nevertheless, they are not all of one mind, and the range 
of youth leadership is a reflection of the entire range of 
the movement, not simply that of a youth subculture. 

At the top of the pile of these up and coming leaders is 
31-year-old Eric Owens. Like the pre-electoral David 
Duke, he emerged from a national socialist ideological 
background. And like Duke, the campaigner, he has had 
aspirations of reaching the mainstream. Unlike Duke, 
however, he has not felt the need to distance himself from 
his ideological roots. Unlike others, Owens has straddled 
both youth subcultures and the established white 
supremacist movement. The times they are a changing, 
and Eric Owens — the Nazi folk musician described by 
Resistance as the “Bob Dylan for the Ubermensch” - is 
busy building bridges for his brand of racist revolution. 

Born in 1970 in Northern California, Owens ended up 
in Los Angeles, which he described as a “hell hole”. 
He first turned to the John Birch Society, but the 
Birchers’ stale old communist conspiracies did not 
resonate with him. The Birchers were “meaningless to a 
youth growing up in the multicultural mess they were 
talking about defending”, according to Owens. He found 
meaning in the nazi skinhead scene. “Through the 
underground punk scene, I had discovered Oi! Music, 
which in turn led me to SKREWDRIVER. I heard it and I 
liked it.” Owens played in several skinhead bands, but 
grew tired of their limited sound and appeal. He picked 
up an acoustic guitar, played in Aryan Fests and coffee 
shops and recorded an album by the name of Folk the 
System. Still wearing his Doc Martens, but with his hair 
grown out, Owens sang: “Let the sunwheel banner 
unfurl and let the White Race reach the sky. Let the steel 
hard power of Racism live, and let Nationalism die.” 

His guitar case is now covered in white power stickers 
from around the globe. Owens has toured throughout 
Europe as a solo act, drawing on the niche created by 
Germany’s Frank Rennicke and other European nazi folk 
musicians. In January 1998, he briefly landed in a 
Swedish jail cell after being arrested, together with over 
300 Scandinavians, at an illegal white power concert. 

Owens has drawn inspiration from the violence of his 
German counterparts, such as “the Skinheads who fought 
in Rostock, and Hoyerswerda, or the Skinheads who 
roasted the three Turks in Solingen”. He noted, “It is these 
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type of people who will eventually win our freedom”. 

Like many in his generation, for years he drifted 
through the movement, supporting American 
organisations such as White Aryan Resistance and Blood 
and Honor. He pushed a “Pan Europa” strategy in his 
songs and in his activism but never sank organisational 
roots. “I am a racist before I am political,” he explained. 
In 1998 he stepped into the fray, however, and formed 
the Aryan International Movement (AIM) “to create a 
global Aryan revolution’. He exclaimed, “It is time to 
drive our enemies out of our land. We do not need the 
government's help or permission for this task. It is 
something we are all capable of as individuals. I want us 
to take our land and do it now!” 

His bluster initially attracted a number of young 
militants, including Alex Curtis, who reinvigorated the 
“lone wolf” racist terror model. But AIM’s bluster soon 
faded for militants after he advertised it as a “civic 
organization” to help white mothers and elderly people 
confined to their homes. 

With his hair now past his shoulders and starting to thin 
a bit, Owens spends less time at Aryan Fests these days. 
Instead, he hangs out with Holocaust deniers at the 
Institute for Historical Review, where he has become an 
assistant editor. He writes about the virtues of white 
power music for the stodgy white nationalist 
intelligentsia that read American Renaissance, and he has 
matured, moving beyond the limits of the music scene 
and into the trenches on the white nationalist frontline. 

Owens may enjoy delivering sacks of groceries to sick 
white people, but he is notable for narrowing the gap 
between young and old, and between subculture and 
mass movement. Last year, rather than hunkering down 
for Y2K, he played guitar and penny whistle at the 2000 
Reform Party National Convention, entertaining the 
throngs of delegates mingling in the lobby. He was not 
there merely as entertainment, however, he was there as 
a California state delegate. At one point, a beaming 
Owens pushed up to Buchanan and his black running 
mate, Ezola Foster, just to shake hands. 

While as egomaniacal as his fellow bridge-figure 
Duke, Owens has yet to step centre stage and play 
directly to the masses. His mainstreaming work has 
occurred behind the scenes, and he remains steadfastly 
anchored to his subcultural cohorts. Rather than facing 
the crowd solo, he wants to bring the whole gang on 
stage for the big finale. The nagging question for Owens 
is whether he will have an audience remaining when the 
curtain opens. 

Owens is not alone in his attempts to keep white 
supremacy alive. He is joined by a number of other 
emerging young leaders in the US. Searchlight’s Stateside 
column will profile them in forthcoming issues. 
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Order) has been outlawed 
by a Belgian court for its 
paramilitary activities. 

Its leader Bert Eriksson 
has been jailed for a year. 

Over a hundred 
members of the 
organisation faced a 
range of charges arising 
out of their activities over 
the last eighteen months. 
Also on trial were two 
members of another Nazi 
group Voorpost... Giving judgment, Judge Lydia Wouters declared 
the VMO to be an illegal paramilitary group. 

The VMO have long been the cause of outrage in The 
Netherlands with their activities which have included jackbooted 
parades, violent confrontation with the police and military style 
occupations of public buildings... 

One of the British groups with whom the VMO have long 
cultivated contact is the League of St George, which in the most Italy says no to 
recent issue of its journal League Review described the VMO trial fascist terror 4 3 ‘Wee 
as “a severe interference in legal process by the state”. “q ie & [siidsea Cao echo 
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Revisionist 
found guilty of 


slander 


Following on from last 
month’s successful 
prosecution of Auschwitz 
liar Robert Faurisson in 
neighbouring France, : : 
a Brussels court has sire Roma te Europe 
convicted Oliver Mathieu, oe 

a lesser known French 
specimen of Holocaust 
revisionism. 

Mathieu, who owns a 
racist bookshop in Paris, 
was found guilty of 
slandering a journalist and 
of “grossly insulting black 

- people and Jews”. 
The remarks were made at a conference of the nazi Parti des 
Forces Nouvelles (PFN) at which Mathieu repeated statements 
made by Faurisson... 

Mathieu went on to compare the Jews with the sick and blacks 
with animals and expressed regret that he could not bomb 
Jerusalem and New York, which he called “Jewish cosmopolitan 
areas”... 

Mathieu’s sentence is the heaviest so far under the anti-racist 


laws. For the slander he was also fined £1,700. s ‘Carly issues are no longer available.) 
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